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BEGIN  TAPE  1 

JW:  We  cslh.   start  with  your  birthplace  ajid  birthdate. 

AB:  Oh,  my  birth?  San  Francisco. 

Jrt':  Where  were  your  parents  living  at  that  tinie? 

AB:  We  were  in  the  Presidio. 

J\i:  In  the  Presidio? 

AB:  Yes.  I  was  born  in  the  Presidio. 

JW:  Was  your  father  a  military  person? 

AB:  No,  he  worked  for  the  Federal  government. 

JW:  And  what  year  were  you  born? 

AB:  1905.  January  15. 

J"^:  1905. 

AB:  Yes. 

JW:     Do  you  remember  ajiy  particular  stories  or  things  that  were  said  about 
you  as  a  baby,  as  a  very  small  child,  that  were  told  to  you  later... 
about  yo'ur  appearance  or  anything  like  that? 


BROOKS  Tape  1  Page  2 

AB:     Oh,  yes.  They  told  me  about  my  great-grandcother.  Yes,  she  was  my 
great-grandmother.  She  was  the  one  who  came  from  Philadelphia  out 
here  in  a  covered  wagon.  She  was  half  Indian  and  half  Pennsylvania 
Dutch.  And  she  married  a  Jaiiaicaji. 

JW:  And  ycu  were  supposed  tc  have  looked  like  her  sorathing  like  that? 

AB:  No,  I  don't  look  like  her.  She  was  tall  and  stately. 

JW:  What  was  your  maiden  name? 

AB:  My  Jiaiden  name?  Thomas. 

JW:  I  mean  your  full  name. 

AB:  Alma  Sarah  Louise  Thomas. 

Jfl:  SaraJ-i  Louise? 

AB:  Yes. 

JW:  Are  those  two  different  nanies?  Three  names? 

AB:  Yes.  I  was  the  only  girl  born  and  they  gave  me  all  of  it. 

JW:  Were  you  named  for  anyone  particular? 

A3:  Alma  is  naxiied  after  I-lrs.  Alma  DeB   Spreckels.     Sarah  is  my  aunt  and 

Louise  is  my  mother's  name. 

JW:  Why  were  you  named  for  Mrs.  Spreckels? 

AB:  Well,  they  all  were  friends. 

JV/:  Aren't  they  a  wealthy  old  family? 

AB:  Oh,  yes.  They  are  a  wealtiv  old  family.  And  Adolph  Spreckels. 

JW:  What  business  were  they  in? 

AB:  The  sugar  business. 

JW:     The  question  I  asked  before  was  whether  there  was  anj-thing  that  people 
said  about  you  as  a  baby... you  know,  anything  particular  about... or 
was  it  just  a  normal  birth  and  no  one  commented  on  in  any  particular 
way? 

AB:     No,  they  didn't.  The  boys  were  commented  on  out  in  the  Presidio, 
but  not  the  gii^ls. 
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JW:  (Chuckle)  Oh,  why  was  that? 

AB:  Because  they  can  go  in  the  Army. 

JW:  They  looked  on  them  as  soldiers  even  in  the  crib,  h'Jh? 

AB:  Yes. 

JW:  What  was  the  first  house  that  you  remember  living  in? 

AB:     Oh,  let  me  see.  Out  in  the  barracks,  out  in  the  Presidio. . .Officers' 
quarters.  We  lived  in  the  Officers'  quarters. 

JW:     How  long  did  you  live  there? 

AB:  Oh,  we  lived  there  quite  a  while.  And  my  father  went  down  to  the 
Customs  House,  Appraisers  Building.  He  was  still  working  for  the 
Government . 

JW:     What  kind  of  work  v,as  he  doing? 

AB:     Chemistry.  He  analyzed  the  different  foods  and  things. 

JV.':     Was  he  working  for  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration? 

AE:     Well,  I  don't  know  what  they  called  it  then,  but  I  remember  he 
ajialyzed  foods. 

JW:     Did  your  mother  al^o  work? 

AB:     No,  no,  Momma  never  worked. 

JW:     How  old  were  you  when  you  moved  out  of  the  Presidio? 

AB:  We  moved  out  the  Presidio...!  don't  know  when,  or  huw  old  I  was  when 
I  moved  out  of  the  Presidio.  Because  Grandpa  owned  property  at  27!^3 
Greenwich  Street.  And  we  lived  at  5117  Broderick. 

JW:     But  you  were  still  very  small  when  you  moved  out? 

AB:     Yes. 

JW:     So  what  was  the  house  like  on  Broderick  Street? 

AB:  Oh,  it  was  a  two- flat  house.  It's  still  there.  The  home  is  still 
there.  It  goes  right  off  into  the  ^Golden  Gat^  Bridge.  The  home 
is  still  there. 

JW:     Was  this  the  Cow  Hollow  area? 
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AB:     Oh,  yes.  Cow  Hollow. 

JW:     Did  it  have  a  yard,  and  how  many  bedrooms,  and  that  kind  cf  thinfe? 

AB:     Oh,  we  had  three  bedrooms,  and  front  room,  dining  rooa,  kitchen 
and  the  back  porch  and  big  yard.  Yes. 

JW:  Did  you  live  on  both  floors? 

AB:  No,  we  lived  on  one. 

JW:  WIio  lived  on  the  other  one? 

AB:  Mrs.  Hart,  Bell  Hart,  [ij 

JW:  Was  she  Black? 

AB:  Yes.  She  came  from  Canada.  She's  a  Canadian. 

JW:  She  lived  by  herself? 

AB:  No,  she  had  a  daughter,  and  a  husband. 

JW:     How  did  it  happen  that  you  moved  into  that  area?  Was  that  a  Negro 
area? 

AB:     'Well,  because. .  .There  were  no  Negroes  here  (Chuckle),  to  tell  you 
the  truth.  There  were  no  Negroes  here.  The  only  ones  that  I  knew 
were  Mrs.  Hart  and  my   family.  Mostly  only  our  family.  Because 
in  our  district  it  was  only  Italians  and  Irish  and  Geriuans... 
ItaliaiiS,  Irish,  and  German  and  French.  There  were  a  lot  of  Italians. 

JW:     Kov;  did  it  happen  then  that  the  Black  fa-nilies  found  each  other... 
her  famil;-,  Mrs.  Hart's  family,  and  your  family? 

AB:     Well,  she  accidentally  came  by.  She  was  very  fair.  They  thought 
she  was  Wl-iite.  A   real  estate  man  brought  her  to  the  place. 

JW:  Do  you  luiow  anything  about  whi  she  came  here  from  Canada? 

AB:  No,  she  just  came  down  here  from  Cemada. 

JW:  Was  it  British  Columbia  or  farther  East? 

AB:  No,  near  Quebec. 

JW:  Oh,  I  see. 

AB:  Yes,  Canada. 
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JW:  Was  her  daughter  also  fair? 

AB:  Yes,  very  fair. 

JW:  So,  did  they  just  "pass"? 

AB:  No,  they  did  not  "pass". 

JW:  They  did  not? 

AB:  No,  Ul:i-huh. 

JW:  Well,  who  did  you  play  with  as  a  child? 

AB:  Oh,   just  White  children.     I  didn't  rinow  any  other  Negroes.     They 

didn't  find.  ..really,  I  didn't  find  any  Netjroes  ■i^til  Reverend 
Byers  castie  here. 

JW:  He  was  minister  of  where? 

A3:  An  A.M.E.  church  that  used  to  te  on  Gear:,'.  Now  it's  on  Golden  Gate. 

JVJ:  About  when  was  it  when  he  came  here? 

AB:  Oh,  I  was  about  sixteen  years  old. 

JVJ:     So  up  until  that  point  your  contacts  had  been  yovjr   fariily  and  the 
rest  of  the  community. . .but  very  few  Blacks. 

AB:     Yes.  And  then  the  Tho.T.pscns  came.  The  Thompsons  came.  They  lived 
on  Scott  Street.  Mary  and  Agnes  Thompson  and  their  .T.other.  But 
she  married  Roddy  £*?J  Wilkerson.  The  mother  was  a  widow,  and  she 
married  Roddy  Wilkerscn. 

J,-l:  Is  this  the  same  Thompson  fa.'nily  that  Myrtle  Hi^htower  is  related  to? 

AB:     Oh,  no. 

J\l:  This  is  another  Thompson  family? 

AB:     They  ca.T.e  later,  way  later.  He  worked  out  to  the  Presidio  too,  her 
father  did. 

J\l:  That's  what  I  know.  That's  wh;-  I  asked  you. 

AB:     ThaL's  how  we  met  him  by  him  walking  by  so  much. ..walking  by  on 
Lombard  Street.  Me  tilwayG*»fc.lked  to  work  and  that's  how  we  got 
acquainted  with  him.  Otherwise,  we  did^i't  know  a:.y  other  Negroes 
at  the  time. 
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JW:     Did  it  matter  to  you... at  that  age? 

A5:     Oh,  no,  'oh-h^^Lh.  There  was  no  segregation  in  San  Francisco.  Every- 
body went  together.  Where  I  was,  any»ay.  If  one  had  a  party,  we 
all  went.  And  if  I  had  a  party,  they  caiie  to  ours. 

JW:     Did  yoTir  parents  allow  yov  to  have  friends  over  to  the  house  often? 

AB:     Oh,  yes.  We  had  a  lot  of  frier.ds.  But  .7,ostly  they  were  White. 

Ji'.':     Did  your  parents  entertain  much,  or  v;ere  they  more  quiet  people? 

AB:     No.  No,  they  didn't  entertain.  No,  it  was  different.  We  didn't 

do  a  v;hole  lot  of  entertaining  in  those  days.  Everytodi*  made  caltes 
and  things.  And  everybody  had  tea.  My  mother  always  had  tea  and 
cake,  or  strawberry  shortcake,  everyday  at  four  o'clock.  That  v/as 
her  tradition. 

JV<:     Was  she  of  English  background? 

AB:  No,  I  don't  see  hovr  she  conoid  be,  when  she  was  Gerraan  and  Indian 

BsA  Negro. 

J\l:  Was  that  a  connon  custonj  for  people  to  have? 

AB:  Yes.  No,  it  wr.s  a  common  custom  with  my  mother. 

JW:  But  I  mean  with  other  people? 

AB:  I  don't  know  what  the  other  people  did,  but  she  always  did. 

JIn:  And  would  the  whole  family-  be  there  for  tea? 

AB:  Yes.  My  mother  always  had  something  ready  for  us  after  school. 

J\l:  Hov/  many  brothers  and  sisters  did  you  have? 

AB:     I  had... There  were  five  brothers,  but  one  brother  died.  And 
there  were  tv;o  girls. 

J\-l:  What  n\mber  were  you? 

AB:     I  was  the  first  girl.  I  was  the  second  cliild.  Daniel  Thoirias  was 
my  first  brother. 

JW:     And  what  happened  to  hiiL? 

AB:     Oh,  he  married.  He  went  on  to  school  and  everj'thing. 
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JW:  What  kind  of  profession  did  he  take  up? 

AB:  Ke  worked  for  the  Hartford  Fire  Insiirance  Cocipany. 

JW:  Here? 

AB:  Here  in  the  citj^. 

JW:  Did  he  work  as  a  jsjiitor? 

AB:  No,  no.  It  wasn't  janitorial.  No,  it  wasn't. 

JW:  He  sold  insurance? 

A3:     No,  he  worked  in  insurance.  You  knov;  how  they  have  different  people 
in  the  offices?  He  worked  in  the  office. 

Jlv:     About  what  period  of  tine  are  we  talking  about,  the  Twenties,  the 
Thirties? 

AB:     Yes,  in  the  Twenties  and  Thirties,  I  know. 

JlV:     Okay.  Somebody  had  told  me  that  there  weren't  any  Black  people 
"upstairs"  in  insurance. 

AB:     Oh,  yes.  He  was.  Uh-huli. 

JW:     He  was  then  sone  kind  of  a  clerk? 

AB:     Yes,  "clerk"',  I  guess  they  wo'xLd  call  it.  And  he  was  in  the... 
he  worked  for  Geor£;e  Litchinstein.  £"?3  He  was  the  .-nana^er  of  the 
whole  area,  the  Western  area  of  the  Hartford  Life  Insurance  Conipa:ii-., 
George  Litchinstein.  I  knew  his  family  well. 

JW:  Then  you  are  the  second  child.  Who  was  third? 

AB:  Well,  n-^  brother  that  died,  Harold. 

JW:  He  died  at  a  youn^  age? 

AB:  Yes,  he  was  onlj-  eighteen  months  old. 

J".V:  And  then  who  v;as  the  fourth? 

AB:     Then  carae  Byers  0J but  he  calls  hiiiiSelf  Henry.  And  then  there  ca^e 
William.  And  then... I  think  it  was  Maxlne. 

JW:     Who  came  after  Kaxine? 

AB:     She  was  the  baby. 
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JW:  Okay.     So  I've  got  one,  two,  three,   four,   five,   six. . .there's 

somebody  missing. 

AB:  Edward. 

JW:  Okay. 

AE:  Edward  was  ray  brother. 

JV':  V/hat  was  Henry  or  Byers'  occupation  as  an  adult? 

A3:     Vrnat  did  he  do?... I  know  he  studied  art  and  he  sang.  That's  because 
he  was  very  attached  to  the  Spreckels,  and  on  account  of  him...m^' 
mother  was  an  artist  too.  She  was  an  artist  euid  a  vocalist. 

iTrt":     'Jhat  kind  of  art  are  we  talking  about?  Oil  painting? 

AB:     Oil  painting  and  she  could... just  like  you  sittiiig  there,  well,  she 
could  just  draw  you  like  nothing.  So  cculd  Oi'  brother.  Ecth... 
they  went  to  art  school. 

o,<:  So  do  you  have  a  lo-^  of  pictures  that  they  did  of  the  fa.'zily? 

AB:     llo,  I  haven't. 

Jl.':     Did  you  have  them  at  one  tLr.e  and  they  got  lost? 

AB:     Yes,  we  did  have.  They  got  lost.  She  could  do  painting  on  black 
satin. 

JV;:     On  what? 

AB:     On  black  satin  material.  She  wcjld  paint  flowers  and  things  on  black 
satin.  And  I  turned  out  to  be  a  dress:iiaker,  sean.stress. 

Jk-.':     VJe'll  cor.ic  back  to  that,  of  co'orse.  I'l^  just  detouring  o.i  the  rest 
of  the  members  of  your  family  so  I  can  get  sort  of  a  picture  of  what 
the  family  was  like.  Was  ilenry  able  to  make  a  liring  as  an  artist? 

A3:     Ko,  he  didn't.  No,  he  could.-/t,  but  he  did  do  some.  He  worked 

downtown  on  Maiden  Larje  in  a  shoe  shop.  He  used  to  help  the  shce- 
Qsker  with  the  shoes. 

JW:     Mailing  them? 

AB:     Well,  you  knov;,  he  used  to  half-sole  the  shoes  and  put  the  heels  on. 
He  did  that  type  of  work. 

JIV:     What  did  Edward  do  when  he...? 
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AE:     Oh,  he  was  "the  baby.  VHien  the  War  broke  out  he  went  over  to 
Honolulu,  and  he  worked  with  the  Government  over  there. 

J^v:  Is  this  the  First  World  War  we're  talking  about? 

AE:  Yes. 

JW:  And  did  he  stay  in  Hawaii? 

AB:  Yes. 

JiV:  For  the  rest  of  his  life? 

AB:  Yes,  he  passed  away  over  there.  Yes,  he  stayed. 

J^J:  William? 

AB:  Gh,  what  did  Willia:::  do?  He  worked  for  the  Govermr.ent  too. 

Ji7:  In  what  kind  of  capacity? 

AB:     Oh,  he  was... he  drove  those  big  trucks.  He  v^as  a  truck  driver... 
those  great  big  things  he  was  di'iving.  He  was  a  truck  driver. 

JvJ:  And  finally  Maxine. 

A3:     V/ell,  Maxine. .  .what  did  Maxine  do?  She  didn't  do  hardly  an;.-tliing 
'cause  she  was  going  to  school  .iiost  of  the  time. 

JtJ:     Did  she  get  married? 

AB:     Oh,  yes.  She  married.  She  carried  Henry  Coleman.  Then  they  got  a 
divorce.  And  then  she  niarried  Chai'les  Gore.  He  was  in  the  Navy 
for  thirty  years  aiid  she  traveled  with  hiu.  They  have  their  ho.T.e 
in  San  Diego. 

J\J:  VJhp.t  was  your  faiiily's  exact  affiliation  v.-ith  the  Spreckels?  Hov/ 

did  they  come  in  contact  with  thern? 

AB:  Well,  v/e  always  see.-ned  to  be... There  weren't  maj-iy  people  here  in 
S.n  Francisco.  And  everybody'  seemed  to  be... got  acquainted  with 
one  a:;other, 

J"W:     Well,  v;hat  was  the  special  relationship  between  you  and  that  family 
in  particular? 

AE:     The  Spreckels? 

Jiv":     Yes. 
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AB:     Well,  mi"-  father  knew  most,  ycu  knov;,  by  hir.  working,  I  guess,  he  got 
acquainted  with  the  Spreckels.  And  we  were  always  friends  together. 

J\-J:  Well,  if  they  were  wealth^',  vl\y   didn't  they  help  your  brothers  get 

better  paying  jobs?  Most  of  them  seemed  to  end  up  havir.g  to  work 
for  Uncle  Sa.-n. 

AB:     Well,  Uncle  Sam  was  a  good  place  to  work  for. 

JW:     Yes,  but  compared  to  the  Spreckels,  oae  of  the  major  fortunes  in 
San  Francisco. 

AB:     Yes,  I  know.  The  Spreckels  and  Dolly  Fritz'  father,  Eugene  Fritz. 
He  was  quite  wealthy.  I  didn't  luiov;  them  \:ntil  later.  And  Mark 
Gerstle  aiid  V.'iUiajn  Gerstle. 

CT..':     What  I'ii  asking  is  v/hi"  didr.'t  they  employ  your  brothers^ 

AB:  V7ell,  they  never,  they  never  went  down  there.  Maybe  they  never  asked 
for  any  jobs  from  the  Spreckels.  They  never  bothered  them,  you  ;-.r.Gw. 
V.'e  were  more  just  friends. 

Ji.':     Would  you  say  that  you  were  close  to  your  brothers  and  sister  '.;hen 
yo'i  v;ere  very  young? 

A3:     Oh,  yes. 

J"./:     Ycu  played  together  and  that  sort  of  thing* 

/iB:  Yes.  Jly  brother  alv/ays  took  me  every  place  I  went...Lan,  the  oldest. 
V/e  alv.'ays  were  chaperoned.  V.'e  didn't  rv-n  around  like  the  ":ids  do  nov:. 

J..':     Did  your  parents  treat  the  beys  differently  than  the  girls? 

AB:     Ch,  no,  we  were  always  treated  very  good,  all  except  me,  because  I 
w?.s  the  onl^''  girl.  I-v  father  favored  girls.  He'd  go  out  a-.J  do 
different  things  for  me.  He'd  talic  ^e   to  lu-ich.  And  every  Saturda; 
the  whole  faaiily  v/o'uld. .  .We  used  to  have  a  ferry  boat  here.  Anc"  v.e 
always  went  over  to  Oakland  and  f"then  -rfouldf  come  back  over  to  Sa^T 
Francisco.  We  always  went  out  on  Saturdays  for  lunch.  And  Adolph 
Spreckels,  he  wo-^d  be  on  the  boat  sometimes  and  he  would... he  we'.U.d 
give... he  would  always  give  me  money,  but  he  wouldn't  give  the  boys. 
He  said  the  boys  should  always  learn  to  make  their  own  living.  But 
he  favored  giving  me  money  because  I  was  the  only  girl. 

J\l:  VThat  wo'uld  you  do  when  you  v;ent  over  to  OaI'J.and? 
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AB:     Well,  we'd  visit  sometimes.  See,  I  had  an  aunt.  After  the 

Earthquake  and  Fire,  my  aunt,  Aurit  Kaude--Estelle  is  her  real  name-- 
she  moved  to  Oakland.  She  wouldn't  cone  back  to  San  Francisco 
after  the  Earthquake  and  Fire.  You  couldn't  get  her  to  live  over 
here.  You  see,  we  got  burnt  out.  Ky  mother's  people  were  living 
on  Vallejo  and  H^'de.  And  that's  how  we  lost  the  property  on  acco'jnt 
of  we  couldn't. ..the  deeds  were  lost.  At  the  City  Hall  everything 
got  burnt. 

JW:     Well,  who  got  the  property  then? 

AB:     Kobody  got  the  property  because  we  didn't  have  the  deeds. 

JW:     I  mean   that  must  have  happened  to  thousands  of  people.  So  why 

didn't  they  just  let  people  speak  for  one  another  and  say  "I  know 
they  used  to  live  there,''  a^d  "I  know  that  that's  what  they  owned"? 

AB:  Well,   they  didn't.     They  didn't  do  that. 

J>/:     So  then  who  eventually  got  it?  Did  it  eventually  revert  to  the  City? 

AB:     Yes,  to  the  City,  and  then  the  City  sold  it.  Because  Joe  Tobinf^J 
of  the  Kibernia  Bank,  he  was  trj-ing  to  find  out  if  we  could  get  it 
back... Joe  Tobin.  He  died  not  very  long  ago.  See,  the  Hibernia 
Bank  was  my  grandfather's  bank.  So  we  knew  the  Tobins  quite  well... 
the  family  did. 

Jrf:     W^hat  kinds  of  household  chores  were  you  required  to  do? 

AB:     Who,  I? 

JW:     Yes. 

AB:     I  didn't  do  much  of  anything  because  I  was  sewing.  I  did  more  sewing 
than  anj-thing.  My  mother  never  let  me  out  in  the  kitchen  to  cook. 
The  only  thing  I  cooked  was  cookies  or  cake.  But  I  never  cocked. 
Ki'  mother...!  never  washed.  I  never  ironed. 

JW:  Well,  who  did  all  of  that? 

AB:  Morana  used  to  take  care  of  the  house. 

JW:  Well,  did  the  boys  do  any  of  that? 

AB:  Yes.  They  washed  the  dishes  sometimes.  But  she   never  let  ne  dc  that. 

JW:  Who  were  you  sewing  for,  the  family  primarily'? 
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AB:     No,  I  worked  in  a  dress  shop.  I  worked  for  Belle  Fisher  and... I 
worked  for  Miss  Belle  Fisher  and  Gertrude  Robinson  and... what  was 
her  na-ne?  Ives.  (Oh,  I  can't  think  of  her  name  now.)  We  were 
jxist  in  the  Murphy  Building,  across  the  way  fron,  the... from 
Sloane's  down  on  Folk  Street.  Jocelyn  Ives.^J  That's  who  I  worked 
for. 

JW:     How  old  were  you  when  you  started  working  there? 

AB:     When  I  started  sewing?  I  started  sewing  downtown  when  I  was  about 
eighteen. . .seventeen  and  a  half.  It  was  during  vacation  time  and 
I  got  the  Job,  working  for  Lelle  Fisher.  She  was  at  1515  Clay  Street, 
next  door  to  Third  Baptist  Ch'orch.  And  she  only  se^ed  for  the 
wealthy.  Most  all  these  people  sewed  for  thd  --ealthy.  That's  wbi" 
I  knew  30  many  of  the  wealthy  people. 

JW:  But  I  mean  before  ycu  got  to  be  in  ycui-  late  tetns,  what  kinds...? 

AB:  I  was  going  to  school. 

JW:  And  your  mother  didn't  have  you  do  an^-thing  when  you  got  home? 

AB:  Well,  I  sewed,  and  I  was  making  clothes  for  ni'self. 

JV/:  Did  you  ever  get  spanked? 

AC:  Oh,  yes.  Everybody  got  spanked  in  those  days.   (Laughs).  Oh,  yes. 

J"W:  How  ofte.i,  and  how  severely? 

AE:     Ch,  not  very  often  'cause  they  didn't  want  to... Not  ne,  because  I 
was  the  only  girl.  They  didn't  spank  r.e  very  often. 

JW:  Did  you  feel  you  deserved  it  when  you  got  it? 

A5:  Well,   no.     SoxTietimes  I  did  and  soi.etiraes  I  didn't. 

J\\:  What  kinds  of  ga;.-.es  did  little  girls  play  in  those  days? 

AE:  Oh,  we  played  Jacks  and  jump-rops  a  lot. 

JW:  Were  you  allowed  to  go  to  the  beach? 

AB:     Oh,  no... Yes,  we  did  go  to  the  beach,  later  on.  Yes,  later  we  went 

to  the  beach.  The  beach  was  a  lovely  place  at  that  time.  And  then 

sometir^es  the  fajnily  would  take   a  picnic  basket  and  go  out  to  the 

beach  and  out  to  Fleishliacker. 
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JW:     You  could  go  in  the  pool? 

AB:     No,  my  mother  never  would  let  me  go  swirruT.ing  on  acco'.int  of  a^-   cousin. 
He  would  be  m^'  second  cousin.  Ke  got  drowned  in  the  Russian  River. 
So  she  never  let  me  go  swimr.ing. 

JW:     There  was  no  discrimination  at  Fleishhacker  Pool? 

AB:     No.  Uh-huh. 

JV:  Do  you  remember  any  other  ga-ies  or  songs  or  things  that  you  played 

whe.'  you  were  very  young? 

AD:     I  used  to  dance  a  let.  Dancing  was  one  of  my  hobbies.  I've  been 
da-ncing  ever  since  I've  bee;i  two  years  old  'cause  my  mother  and 
father,  they  used  to  go.  They  used  to  teach  me  all  the  new  steps 
that  came  in.  (Laughter) 

JW:     What  other  kinds  of  things  did  the  fav.ily  do  in  ^theirj  leisure 
times  together?  Go  to  the  beach?  Go  to  Oakland  on  the  ferry? 

AB:     And  we'd  go  out  tc  Golden  Gate  Park.  We  used  to  have  a  horse  and 
bugg^'  in  those  days.  We'd  go  in  the  horse  and  bugg^^-. .  .take  a  ride 
around  Golden  Gate  Park  in  the  horse  and  buggy.  They  would,  you 
know,  rent  the  horse  and  buggy. 

Jlv:     Did  you  ever  take  trips  out  of  town? 

AB:     No,  we  were  quite  esta'-lished  in  San  Francisco.  We  stayed  mostly 
in  San  Francisco.  Because  i.y  gra.idTiOther  and  grandfather  were 
living  and  we  lived... we  always  stayed  near  Grands:a  and  Grandpa. 
And  mostly  every  Sunday  we'd  ^o  over  to  Grandpa's  and  Grandma's. 

JW:     And  they  were  living  where?  Were  they  the  ones  on  Greenwich? 

AB:     2752  Greenwich. 

JW:     How  did  the  fa-nily  celebrate  Christmas? 

AE:     Oh,  everybodi'  got  together  £Lid  we  had  big  meals... oh,  God,  we  used 
to  have  big  meals  I  UraphI  And  then  everybody  got  toys.  And  every- 
body got  new  clothes. 

JW:  Did  you  have  a  tree? 

AB:  Oh,  yes.  You  always  had  a  Christmas  tree. 

JW:  And  sang  Christmas  songs  and  that  kind  of  thing? 

AB:  Yes. 
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JW:     Did  you  make  special  candies  and  cakes,  an^'thlng? 

AB:     Well,  Momma  did.  She  would  make  all  the  cak.es.  She  did  all  the 
cooking. 

JW:     When  did  you  leeirn  how  to  cook? 

AB:     Who  me?  I  was  about  twenty-four  years  old  (Chuckles)  before  I  knew 
hov;  to  ccok. 

JW:     \rho   taught  you? 

AD:     Well,  I  got  a  cookbook.  The  Eoyal  Cookbook,  and  I  learned  how  to 

cook  that  way.  Because  Mom-Tia  never  let  rae  cook... only  to  make  cakes 
or  cookies,  'cause  I  used  tc  have  friends  ever  and  I'd  make  cakes 
or  ccokies. 

J\\:     Bid  they  do  anything  special  on  birthdays? 

AE:     Oh,  yes.  We  always  celebrated  everybody's  birthday.  We  alv;ays  had 
a  birthday  ca^-ve  and  ice  cream . 

JV/:     And  did  you  have  the  neighbors  in  or  an^^-thing  like  that? 

AB:     Yes.  Oh,  yes,  we  nave  the  neighbors.   'Cause  when  I  was  sixteen  I 
was  going  for  V'alter  Lindley£?J  and  we  had... He  was  a  White  fellow 
'cause  I  didn't  know  no  colored  boys... I  used  to  go  v.ith  mostly  all 
White  boys  at  the  tL-ne.  And  Walter  Lindley,  he  ca:!ie  over.  And  he 
brought  the  ice  cream,  and  Mother  12a.de   the  cake   for  m^'  sixteenth 
birthday. 

J"*'/:     V/as  that  a  special  event?  Did  you  have  a  debut  or  something? 

AB:     No,  I  didn't  have  no  debut. 

JW:     Did  other  girls  have  debuts? 

A3:     Ch,  just  a  few.  Not  many.  After... that  was  way  after  I  got  to  know 
the  Negroes. .  .after  Reverend  Byers  oat^e  down.  That's  when  I  got 
acquainted  with  the  Negroes. 

JW:     IIow  about  the  Italian  and  the  Irish  girlsT  Did  they  have  debuts? 

AB:     Ho.  Uh-huh,  no  they  didn't.  We  all   just  played  together  and  went 
on  about  our  business. 

JVJ:     Did  you  have  a  nicknaice? 

AB :     No . 
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JW:  No? 

AB:  No.  Oh,  my  cousin  called  me...Zeke,  td^-   cousin. .  .called  ir.e  Sally. 

JW:  Wh:,'  was  that? 

AB:  I  don't  know  why.  He  always  called  me  Sally. 

JW:  How  would  :,ou  say  that  your  parents  were  different  fro.T.  one  a/iother? 

A3:     They  weren't  no  different  than  anytody  else.  They  v/ere  just  plain, 
ordinary  parents,  and  they  treated  all  the  children  nicely. 

JW:     I  ;nean  how  were  they  different  froK  one  another?  How  was  your  mother 
different  from  yo'or  father? 

AB:     Well,  they  seemed  to  have... they  didn't  have  a  whole  lot  of  arg-jmeiits 
or  nothing.  They  got  along  very  well  together. 

JW:     Well,  was  one  of  them  more  outgoing  than  the  other... more  talkative 
than  the  other? 

AB:     Oh,  Momija  was.  Oh,  yes.  Vry   mother. .  .See,  my  father  was  Baptist  and 
he  didi^'t  even  know  how  to  dance.  Viy   mother  taught  hirr.  how  to  dance. 
She  said  she  wasn't  going  to  be  narried  to  nobod^f'  that  couldn't  dance. 
(Laughter)  See,  mi'  grandfather  was  a  deacon  of  the  Third  Baptist 
Ch'urch.  And  the  glass. .  .that 's  why  I  heted  to  see  the  Third  Baptist 
Ch'orch  move  from  II;,'de  and  Clay,  because  that  was  much  more  valuable 
land.  And  .in  the  glass  that  was  donated  on  the  Clay  Street  side 
was  given  by  my  grandfather. 

JW:  It  was  stained  glass? 

AB:  Stained  glass,  windows.  My  graiidfather  donated  that. 

J,l:  If  your  father  was  Baptist,  then  what  was  your  mother? 

AB:  Methodist. 

JVj:  She  was  a  Methodist?     The  Baptists  didn't  permit  dancing  and  the 

Methodists  did? 

A3:  I  don't  kiiow  if  they  permitted  it  or  not.     But  I  know... 

ElTD  TAPE 
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Ohis  is  a  make-up  interview  for  the  second  side  of  Tape  1  of  October  17> 
I97S.  This  phase  was  completed  on  January  25,  1979^ 

JW:     One  of  the  questions  that  we  didii't  get  to  that  was  not  picked  up 
on  the  tape  last  tL'ne...we  need  to  go  back  a^id  discuss  your  ele.r.en- 
tary  and  high  school  days.  So  you  said  you  went  to  V.'infield  Scott  ^'•'t hi 
was  your  first  school? 

AB:     Yes. 

Jl'.':     Where  is  that  located? 

AE:  V/ell,   at  the  tL-ne  it  v/as  located  on  Lo.-nbard  between  Brodtrick  and 

Baker. 

JV7:  And  were  you  the  only  Black  child  in  the  school? 

A3:  Well,  ray... no,  they  were  older.  My  brothers  went  there. 

Jtl:  Were  there  any  probler.is,  racial  problems? 

AB:  Oh,  no.  No. 

J\-l:  Not  at  all? 

AB:  No. 

JW:  Did  j^ou  re.iieia'ber  a.iy  cf  your  teachers  from  this  period? 

AB:  Only  one  I  reme.-nber  is  Mrs.  Hoga.i.  She  was  redheaded. 

Ji-.':  What  do  you  remember  her  for? 

P3i  She  was... she  was... she  taught  at  the  last  grade  of  the  school  be- 

cause it  only  went  to  the  fifth  grade ...  fourth  or  fifth.  And  then 
I... we  transferred  and  I  had  to  go  to  Yerba  Buena. 

JV.':  Okay.  What  was  j'our  favorite  subject  in  elementary  school? 

AE:  Oh,  spelling  ajid  arithmetic. 

JV.':  Were  you  good  in  it? 

AE:  Yes,  I  was  very  good  in  spelling  and  arithmetic. 

JW:  Did  you  all  have  spelling  contests? 
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A3:     Ch,  yes.  We  had  spelling  contests  and  we  used  to  take  examinations. 
They  would  line  you  up  on  the... line  you  up  and  we  didn't  write  on 
paper,  you  know,  exa^ninations.  And  soL.etines  we  would  Just  have  all 
examinations. 

JW:     Did  you  ever  get  any  prizes  or  anything  like  that? 

AB:     Oh,  no.  They  just  skipped  r^e  from  the  seventh  grade  to  the  eij^hth. 

JW:     Ch,  you  skipped  from  the  sixth  to  the  eighth? 

AB:     lio,  froi.i  the  seventh  to  the  eighth  grade.  I  was  in  the... yes,  I 
was  in  low  seventh  and  they  skipped  me  to  the  lovr  eighth. 

JV/:     What  kinds  of  books  did  you  read  when  you  were  very  snail? 

AB:  Well,  mostly  children's  books.     I  didii't  read... I  didii't  read  too 

.TiUCh. 

JW:     Did  you  like  to  read? 

«3:     Yes,  I  didn't  read  not  too... not  very  much.  I  don't  care  for  read- 
ing too  ouch.  Ky... after  I  got  older  I  iscstly  was  sev;ing.  I  did 
a  lot  of  sewing. 

Jiv:  Did  you  ever  consider  becoiaing  a  fashion  designer? 

AB:  No,  I  never  did. 

Jlv:  Wliat  did  you  hope  to  becoiTie  when  you  grew  up? 

AB:  Oh,  just  sewing  and  I  applied  and  I  got  a  position. 

JV/:     Did  you  ever  think  of  going  into  business  for  yourself  or  that  kind 
of  thing? 

AB:     No. 

JVj:     V/ell,  you  v;ent  to  high  school  at  Galileo? 

AB:     Galileo.  I  was  the  first  Hegro  to  go  to  Galileo. 

Jl'/:     Do  you  remember  aii^-thing  special  about  your  high  school  years? 
What  do  you  remeinber  about  those? 

AB:     Well,  it  was  promiuently  White  ajid  I  we.it  around. .  .well,  if  it  wasn't 
for  one  thing,  I  would  have  teen  on  the  honor  roll  the  first  year 
but  I  got  a  'C'  in. .  .(i.iicrophone  slips) 

J\-i:  You  said  if  it  wasn't  for  one  thing.  What  was  it? 
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AB:     Well,  I  got  a  'C  in  it,  and  that  was  Spanish.  I  didr.'t...I  couldn't 
do  very  eoocl  in  Spanish  because  in  those... 

JW:     Why-  not? 

AB:     I  don't  know.  It  was  just. . .because  we  had  been  speaking  English 
all  the  tL-ne  and  I  had  never  taken  up  Spanish  before.  So  that  was 
...it  was  my  beginnin£;  of  taking  up  Spanish. 

Jw:     Did  you  play  any  sports  in  high  school? 

AB:     I.'c. 

JW:     V/hat  did  you  do  in  your  free  tiire? 

j^:  In  my  free  tiiae?  Well,  I  sewed  and  I... and  I  helped  around  the 

house. 

JW:     Did  you  go  out  with  boys  before  you  met  Mr.  Klingel? 

AB:     Oh,  yes.  Yes,  tha->-  was... oh,  yes. 

JW:     What  kind... where  would  you  all  go  on  a  date? 

A3:     Well,  that  was  after  I  got  acquainted  with... with  some  I.'egroes... 
and  then,  you  know,  and  I  cajie  over  the  hill  because  I  had  never 
ca'iie  over  the  hill  before. 

JV.':     Over  which  hill? 

AB:     The  Fillmore  hill. 

JW:     Oh,  okay. 

AB:     (Chuckle)  Because  we  were  down  in  Cow  Hollow  and  we  mostly  stayed 
down  that  v;ay  and. . . 

JW:     So  you  met  most  of  these  people  through  church  or  how? 

AB:  No.  I... Yes,  I  went  to  the  Third  Baptist  Church.  I  met  quite  a 
few  people  and  then  I  went... Yes,  that's  where  I  met  them.  Then 
I  went  over  to  A.M.E,  Zicn  Church.  That's  where  I  rr.et  Josephine 
Cole.  And  then... and  then  she  was  Josephine... 

JW:     Foreman. 

AB:     Foreman.  And  then  I  told  ra^'  mother  and  she  said,  "Oh,  yes,"  she 

knew  Mr.  Foreman.  It  seer.ed  that  everybody  knew  Joe  Forer.an.  And 
then  I  went... and  that's  how  I  got  acquainted  with  the  IJegroes. 
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JV::  But  you  dated  ViTiite  as  well  as  Black  fellov;s,   riglit? 

AB:  Oh,  yes. 

JV/:     But  I  was  trying  to  find  out,  you  know,  when  you  went  out  with 
so.Tiebodi',  where  would  you  go,  what  would  you  do? 

AB:     Well,  thi'  only  place  we  went  was  to  a  theater  and  then  have  dir.ner 

or  sojTiething  like  that.  Everybody  went  to  the  theater... to  the  show. 

JW:     Did  you... could  you  go  to  any  restaurant  in  the  City? 

AB:     Well,  I  never  had  no  conplications  with  going  to  a  resta-orant. 

Some  people  said  they  did  tut  I  never  had  any.  No,  we  went  to  the 
restaurants  and  had  dinner  and  I  don't  see  where  they. . .v/here  people 
say  they  had.  There  was  no  discrimination  to  ir.y  knowledge. 

JVi:     What  about... who  were  some  of  your  favorite  movie  steirs? 

AB:     Oh,  Valentino  at  the  time.  (Chuckle).  Yes,  Valentino. 

<r>i:  V.'hat  about  womer.? 

AB:  Well,  v/e  just... I  just... I  didn't... I  didn't  care  too  much  for  the 
shows.  Some  of  the  shows  I  liked  very  well.  The  Western  pictures 
I  didn't  care  for. 

oW:     Did  you... did  you  ^^c  to  any  live  sta^-e,  theater  productions? 

AE :     Yes.  Oh,  yes.  I  used  to  co   with... I  met. .  .Tatitha  Anderso:;  who 

was  the  first  Nejro  lav.^er.  She  and  I... we  were  kind  of  companions 
aad  we  used  to  go  see  Shakespeare  plays. 

JV-':     Where  was  that? 

AB:  At  the  Curran  Theater.     She  arid  I  would. 

Jw:     Do  yov.  ever  see  any  of  the  all -Black  musicals? 

AB:     Yes.  What  was  that  that  czsne   to  town  ajid  Merry  was  in  it...  Merry 
Richards.  She  was  a  toe  dancer  in  it.  Shuiffle. .  .was  it  "Shuffle 
Along"? 

JV/:     It  night  have  been  th«»t.  I've  heard  of  another  one  called  "RiiJi 
Little  Children"  or  something  like.  that. 

AB:     I  went... I  went... I  v.'ent  to  see  "Shuffle  Along"  I'm  quite  sure. 

(Tw:     What  did  you  thinl;  of  it? 
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A3:     It  was  very  good.  That  was  the  first  Nejro  play  that  I  had  seen 
because  they  were  mostly  fron  the  East  and  I  went  to  the  Curran 
Theater  to  see  it. 

JW:  Did  they  have  minstrel  shows  here? 

AS:  Yes,  they  did  have  scT.e  rainstrels. 

Ji7:  Did  you  go  to  those? 

AB:  Yes,  once  in  a  while,  yes. 

J.l:  You  didn't   feel  eriibarrassed  by  them? 

AIj  :  Ifo . 

JW:  You  said  you  liked  to  dance  a  lot.  Where  weald  you  go  to  dance? 

.3:     Well,  they  used  to  have  the  Cakwood  Ball  cuid   they  used  to  have  the 
...the  Zlhs  used  to  have  a  lot  of  dances  and  nii'  uncle,  Henry  Thor.,&s, 
v;as  a... the  treasurer  of  the  Elks.  He  would  tell  ne  that  they  were 
going  to  have  a  dance  a.id  v/e  would  go  to  the  dances. 

tPi-/:     V7ould  you  always  have  to  have  a  chaperon  or  not? 

AB:     lie,  it  used  to  be  a  bunch  of  us  girls  &_-id  boys  get  together  and  we'd 
all  go  in  one  group  and  ;ay  uncle  would  see  to  it  that  everj-thiag 
was  all  right. 

Ji-.':     What  kind  of  dances  did  you  use  to  do? 

A3:     We  used  to  do  the  one  step  a:id  two  step  and  we  used  to  do  the  Shodders. 
The  Shanghai  Shodcerc  and... 

Jlv':     The  what?  The  Shanghai  what?   (Chuciae) 

AB:     (Chuckle)  Yes.  The  Shcdders.  It  was  the  Shodders.  The  Shanghai 
Shodders.  And  what  else?  Whet  are  the  dances  we  did?  V/e'd  Walk 
Like  Billy  and  things  like... the  dances  of  that  eige. 

JTr/:     Did  you  do  any  of  the  slow  dances  up  close  or  did  yo'ur  parents  let 
you  do  that? 

AB:     No,  I  didn't  do  much  of  that  slow  dance,  no.  See,  ever/bod;.". .  .ch, 
we  did  the  walt.:es.  Yes,  the  waltz,  one  step,  two  step  and  then 
we  had  the  Shodders  and  we  mostly  had  a... v/e  aostly  did  have  a 
chaperon  sometiiiies.   'Cause  one  of  the  nothers  would  go. 

J\l:  What... were  you  easily.  ..v;ere  you  a  person  that  was  hot  ter.pered? 
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AB:     No,  not  much.  No,  no  fights. 

JW:     Was  there  anything  that  would  get  you  upset  easily?  At  any  time 
do  you  remember  being  very  angry? 

AB:     Well,  they  used  to  tease  me  a  lot. 

JW:     Who? 

AB:  My  brothers  and  my  cousins,  they  would  teeise  me.  That  was  about  the 
only  time  I  would  get  angxy,  you  know,  and  kind  of  upset. 

JW:     What  about  people  that  weren't  in  your  family?  Was  it  anything,  you 
know,  that  would  happen  sometimes  when  you  were  away  from  home? 
Do  you  remember  any  incident? 

AB:  No,   not  that  I  know  of  because  we  weren't  aroxind  too  many  people. 

JW:     What  about  when  somebody  wanted  to  make  you  especially  happy?  Was 
there  anything  that  they  always  knew  would  make  you  happy? 

AB:     Well,  mostly  it  was  going  to  the  dances  would  be  my  favorite. 

JW:     Were  you  considered  a  real  smart  dresser  since  you  made  your  own 
clothes,  or  did  you  maJte  your  own  clothes? 

AB:     Yes,  I  made  my  own  clothes. 

JW:     And  what  patterns  did  you  use  or  how  did  you  decide  what  you  were 
going  to  use? 

AB:     Well,  some  of  them  were  made  without  a  pattern,  suid  some  of  them  were 
made  with  a  pattern,  and  the  dressmaker  would  fit  them  for  me.  I 
had  quite  a  number  of  dresses. 

JW:     Were  you  known  for  your  clothes? 

AB:     Yes.  People  used  to  like  the  idea  of  the  designs  I  used  to  wear, 
and  I  was  always  very  neat  about  my  clothes. 

JW:     Was  there  anybody  particularly  well-known  that  you  patterned  your 
clothes  after? 

AB:     Well,  sometimes  I  would  see  something  at  I.  Magnin's,  and  I  would 
copy  some  of  their  patterns,  their  ideas. 

JW:  Did  you  feel  that  by  being  a  girl  you  were  at  a  disewivantage  in  some 
way  in  the  world,  that  this  was  a  man's  world  and  that  you  were  kept 
down  by  some  in  any   way? 
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AB:     No,  I  didn't  see  that  way  about  it  because  by  having  so  many  brothers, 
I  never  felt  that  way.  I  have  four  brothers. 

JW:     But  you  know  there's  a  lot  of  discussion  about  women's  liberation 
and  people  talk  about  how  women  were  kept  down  in  your  day.  Did 
you  feel  that? 

AB:     No,  I  didn't  feel  too  much  because  I  didn't  go  out  like  other  people 
did  all  the  time.  And  then  my  mother  and  father,  a  lot  of  the  times 
when  I  did  go  to  the  dances,  my  mother  and  father  would  go  with  me 
and  then  my  brother,  my  older  brother,  he  was  my  protection.  He 
always  was  with  me.  So  I  was  kind  of  sheltered  by  the  family... 
having  so  much  family. 

JW:     If  you  had  to  live  the  first  thirty  years  of  your  life  over  again, 
is  there  ajiything  you  would  cheuige? 

AB:     Oh,  yes  I  With  all  the  opportunities  like  these  children  have  now, 
oh,  I  would... I  reeilly  would  have  been  different.  I  would 've  taken 
up  all  of  these  courses  and  all  of  this  opportunity  they  have,  I 
really  woiild  have  chemged. 

JW:     But  what  about  even  if  that  coxildn't  happen?  Do  you  think  that  you 
made  some  bad  decisions  in  the  early  part  of  your  life  that  you 
would  change?  Do  you  think  that  you  might  have  gone  to  college  or 
not,  and  not  to  get  married  earlier,  or  later  or  to  a  different 
person,  or  anj'-thing  along  that  line? 

AB:     Well,  I  was  never  in  a  hurry  to  get  married.  I  was  always  having 

such  a  good  time  I  never  thought  about  marriage,  and  then  I  decided 
not  to  think  anything  about  marriage.  So  they  said  I  was  going  to 
be  an  old  maid,  (chuckle^  Then  I  said,  "Oh,  well,  I'll  Just  have 
to  be  an  old  maid" . 

JW:     Did  you  stay  in  Third  Baptist  Church  once  you  became  an  adult? 

AB:     That  was  when  I  was  younger.  I  went  to  the  Third  Baptist  Church 

quite  a  bit.  I  used  to  go  to  Sunday  School  a  lot  at  the  Third  Baptist 
Church,  and  then  by  being  with  the... the  White  people  and.   Italians 
all  the  time,  I  started  to  go  to  the  Catholic,  and  then  I  turned  out 
...turned  to  be  Catholic, 

JW:     When  did  that  happen? 

AB:     Gee,  when  did  I  turn  Catholic?  I  turned  Catholic  in  my  later  years. 
I  was  about  nineteen  or  twenty  when  I  turned  Catholic. 

JW:     Did  it  bother  your  parents  that  you  had  started  to  a^iother  church? 
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AB:     No.  My  mother  never  bothered  us  about  our  religion  because  mostly 
«in  the  family  turned  Catholic  because  I  had  turned  Catholic.  Even 
my  mother  turned  Catholic. 

JW:     Why? 

AB:  I  don't  Itnow.     We  Just  all  went  Catholic. 

JW:     I  mean... what  do  you  see  a^  the  difference  between  the  Catholic  church 
and  Protestant. . .the  Black  Protestant  churches? 

AB:     Well,  what  difference?  Well,  I  didn't  like  all  that  holl. . .shouting 
and  hollering.  That  got  me  kind  of  nervous  and  upset.  They  £the 
people  at  the  Catholic  churchj  were  very  nice  to  me.  I  used  to  go 
with  these  Italian  girls. . .Italian  girls  and  we  ail  would  go  to  church 
together. . .to  Mass. 

JW:     Which  church  did  you  go  to? 

AB:  When  I  first  started  out?     Well,  I  went  down  here  to  Green  and  Fill- 

more.    That's  Saint... I  can't  remember. 

JW:  Well,  we  can  put  that  in  later. 

AB:  Yes. 

JW:  Do  you  attend  church  regularly  now? 

AB:  Yes,  I  go  to  Mass  quite  often.  Yes,  I  go  pretty  good. 

JW:  Do  you  consider  yourself  a  good  Catholic? 

AB:     Well,  no.  I  don't  consider  myself  a  good  Catholic  because  I  don't 
attend  regxilarly  all  the  time. 

JW:     Do  you  believe  most  of  the  teachings  of  the  church? 

AB:     Well,  since  it  has  changed,  some  of  the  things  I  don't  care  for. 

JW:     Like  what? 

AB:     Well,  it  is  very  different  now.  It's  not  in  Latin  like  it  used  to 

be.  It  is  in  English  which  we  can   understand  what  they  are  teJJcing 

about  and  it  seems  a  little  bit  closer.  We  have  a  little  bit  more 
closeness  to  us  in  the  Catholic  church. 

JW:     You  mean  between  members  or...? 
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AB:     Between  the  members.  Yes.  There's  more  closeness. 

JW:     Do  you  think  that  churches  in  general  have  contributed  something 
to  the  community? 

AB:  Oh,  yes.  I  think  the  churches  have.  And  I  visit  the  other  churches, 

JW:  What  do  you  think  they  have  contributed  to  the  comminity? 

AB:  Well,  it  makes  an  improvement  on  some  of  the  people. 

JW:  You  mean  their  moretls? 

AB:  Their  morals,  yes.  Their  morals  are  much  improved. 

JW:     What  about  tn  terms  of  helping  the  community  improve  its  economic 
situation  fiuid  so  forth? 

AB:     Well,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  are  building  too  many  churches,  and 
not  enough  improvement  on  other  things.  Now  all  the  money  that 
they  have  spent,  they  haven't  even  got  one  good  restaurant.  They 
haven't  improved  on  getting  a  hotel  and  everytime  we  have  something 
we  have  to  go  to  the  Whites  to  have  an  affair,  eind  I  think  that  we 
should  build  a  place  where  we  could  have  our  own  entertainment.  We 
have  to  pay  so  much... six  hundred  and  seven  hundred  dollars  a  night 
to  rent  a  place,  and  it's  always  a  White  place  we  have  to  go  to... 
a  White  hotel.  And  I  think  if  we  have  to  spend  all  that  money,  they 
could  have  taken  the  money  and  had  a  place  built  irtiere  we  all  could 
entertain  ourselves. 

JW:  Did  you  belong  to  the  NAACP? 

AB:  Well,  in  a  sense  I  did  but  that  was  with  the  group. 

JW:  What  group? 

AB:  The  Native  Daughters  I  belonged  to. 

JW:     What  does  the  Native  Daughters  do?  I've  heard  of  them.  I've  met  a 
few  but  I'm  not  sure  what  they  do.  How  did  they  get  steurted,  and 
what  kind  of  activities  are  they  involved  in? 

AB:     What  activities?  Well,  they  don't  do  much.  They  don't  give  no 

scholarships  or  smything.  They  jusflhave  the  meetings  and  then  we  do 
give  out  baskets  of  groceries  for  Thanksgiving  and  for  Christmas 
time  for  the  needy  families.  We  go  to  the  schools  and  find  a  needy 
family,  and  we  give  baskets  of  groceries  and  baskets  for  the  two 
holidays.  If  we  have  to  help  somebody,  we  give  a  donation. 
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JW:     What  do  you  feel  that  you  get  cut  of  being  a  Native  Daughter? 

AB:     Being  a  Native  Daughter?  Well,  to  my  explanation  it's  just  like 

anything  else.  Whatever  country,  city  or  state  you  belong  to,  you're 
just  born  there,  that's  all.  And  I  don't  emphasize  on  being  so 
particular  about  I  «un  a  native.  It  happened  that  I  was  born  here. 
And  I  get  along  very  well  with  people  because  it  was  a  different 
trend  to  me  when  I  saw  so  many  Negroes  coming  because  it  hadn't 
been  any  Negroes  here.  But  I  got  along  with  them  all  right.  S&n 
Francisco  was  just  a  city  with  no  Negroes  for  a  while... very  few 
Negroes. 

JW:     Were  you  in  the  Native  Daughters  from  the  beginning? 

AB:     No,  I  was  not. 

JW:     How  did  you  get  in? 

AB:     One  friend  of  mine  asked  me  to  join,  and  I  joined  and  since  then 

I  have  resigned  from  the  Native  Daughters  because  they  weren't  doing 
too  much  so  I  have  resigned  from  the  Native  Daughters. 

JW;     Did  you  ever  join  any  other  clubs? 

AB:     Well,  we  did  have  one  good  social  club  here  at  one  time,  but  it 

died  out  and  that  was  the  Cosmos  Club.  That  was  one  of  the  first 
clubs  in  San  Francisco.  My  mother  and  father  belonged  to  it,  but 
at  that  time  they  didn't  let  younger  people  join,  but  later  on  I 
joined.  I  got  older  and  I  was  in  the  Native  Daughters. 

JW:     What  did  the  Cosmos  Club  do? 

AB:     They  only  gave  one  big  affair  a  year.  It  was  a  dance  affair.  A 
formal  affair,  and  that's  all  the  Cosmos  Club  did.  And  they  used 
to  have  to  rent  a  place  to  have  the  affair. 

JW:     Do  you  remember  hearing  anything  about  Marcus  Garvey  when  you  were 
coming  up? 

AB:     Not  much.  I  didn't  he&r   much  about  Marcus  Garvey. 

JW:     What  sort  of  relationship  woiHd  you  say  that  the  police  have  with 

the  people  of  San  Francisco?  What  kind  of  attitude  did  people  have 
about  the  police? 

AB:     Well,  we  didn't  have  many  policemen  when  I  was  coming  up, 

JW:  You  had  some.     You  just  didn't  notice  them.  (Chuckl^ 

AB:  /Chuckle)     We  had  some  and  detectives  ajid  eLll,  but  they  never  bothered 
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JW:     But  you  don't  remember  them  being  a  problem? 

AB:     No. 

JW:     You  weren't  afraid  of  them? 

AB:     No.  Oh,  no.  No.  Why  should  I  be  afraid  of  a  policeman?  I  didn't 
do  anything, 

JW:     What  did  you  think  when  the  Depression  came  in  the  Thirties? 

AB:     Oh,  that  was  terrible, 

JW:     What  affect  did  it  have  on  you  and  your  family? 

AB:     Well,  you  lost  everything  then.  And,  you  see,  at  that  time  they 

didn't  have  no  insurajice  on  the  banks,  and  what  you  lost,  you  Just 
lost,  and  you  never  got  it  back, 

JW:     Did  you  lose  something? 

AB:     No.  Well,  my  mother  did,  because  I  was  young,  and  it  just  went  and 
you  never  did  get  your  money  back. 

JW:     Did  you  have  to  move  or  did  you  have  to  change  what  you  ate  or  how 
did  it...? 

AB:     No.  No.  No,  we  ate... we  ate  pretty  good  because  we  grew  our  own 
vegetables  and  things  were  much  cheaper.  Meat  was  so  cheap... it 
was  a  little  different  than  vrtiat  it  is  now.  See,  we  didn't  have  no 
welfare.  We  didn't  have  anything. 

JW:     Do  you  remember,  when  you  think  about  the  Thirties,  do  you  think  of 
yourself  as  suffering?  I  mean,  do  you  see  it  as  being  a  real  hard 
time  or  Just  how  do  you  see  it? 

AB:     Yes,  it  was  a  pretty  hard  time  for  people  right  then.  Very  hard. 

It  was  a  very  hard  time  for  people  to  get  along.  After  the  Depress- 
ion, it  was  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  he  was  the  one  that  made  jobs 
and  he  was  the  one  got  the  Social  Security  going  and  he  was  the  one 
that  put  up  insurance  on  all  banks.  See,  we  didn't  have  no  insurance 
on  banks.  You  Just  put  your  money  in  it  that  was  it.  A  lot  of  i)eople 
didn't  believe  in  putting  money  in  banks.  They  would  have  a  tin 
can   or  something  emd  they  would  bury  it.  They  would  hide  their 
money.  A  lot  of  them  didn't  trust  the  bank.  So  if  you  had  money 
in  the  bank,  you  just  lost  it.  And  that's  why  we  had  so  many  suicides 
and  different  things  because  people  were  used  to  banks,  and  when  the 
Depression  came  and  they  lost,  they  knew  they  wouldn't  get  their 
money  back.  They  couldn't  get  no  money,  well,  they  Just  jumped 
into  the  Bay  or  something.  They  conmitted  suicide. 
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JW:     What  happened  when  the  War  broke  out?  You  were  married  when  the 
War  came  in,  right?  Then  you  had  a  baby? 

AB:     Oh,  no.  Not  then.  No,  I  wasn't  married  in  World  War  I.  No. 

JW:     Two.  World  War  II. 

AB:  Was  I  married  in  WW  II?     Oh,  yes,  I  was  married  in  World  War  II  but 

I  didn't  go  to  work. 

JW:  You  didn't  work  in  the  shipyards  then? 

AB:  No,  I  didn't  work  in  the  shipyards.  A  lot  of  them  went  to  shipyards. 

JW:  What  did  you  do  during  the  War? 

AB:  Well,  I  helped  over  at  the  nxirsery  school. 

JW:  Oh,  that's  right. 

AB:  Yes,  for  the  working  mothers, 

JW:     After  the  War  was  over,  what  happened?  Did  you  quit  the  nursery 
school  job? 

AB:     No,  I  stayed  for  a  while  longer  because  the  mothers  were  still... 
they  got  used  to  working  and  so  the  mothers  kept  on  working.  Just 
like  they  have  the  childcare  centers  now,  see.  So  the  mothers  were 
still  working. 

JW:  Your  daughter's  name  was? 

AB:  Sandra. 

JW:  Sandra? 

AB:  Yes. 

JW:  Did  she  go  to  public  school  or  private  school? 

AB:     No,  she  went  to  St.  Dorainick's.  She  went  to  the  Catholic  schools. 
She  graduated  from  the  Catholic. 

JW:     Did  she  go  on  to  college? 

AB:     No,  she  didn't. 
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JW:     What  did  she  decide  to  do? 

AB:     Well,  she  got  married  and  had  children  of  her  own  now.  New,  after 
the  children  got  older,  she  did  take  up  some  courses. 

JW:     In  what? 

AB:     I  don't  know  what  kind  of  courses  she  had  taJcen  up  but  she's  working 
now  because  all  her  children  are  pretty  big. 

JW:  What  is  her  husband's  neime? 

AB:  George.  George  Coubson. 

JW:  How  do  you  spell  it? 

AB:  G-e... George.  Coubson,  C-o-u-b-s-o-n.  They  are  separated. 

JW:  Is  he  a  native  Californisin? 

AB:  No,  he's  from  Texas. 

JW:  (chuckle/  Your  family  ceui't  seem  to  get  away  from  those  Texans,  huh? 

AB:  (chuckle)  Well,  the  Texas  people  all  came  here. 

JW:  What  does  he  do  for  a  living? 

AB:     Well,  he  was  supposed  to  be  going  to  college.  We  wanted  him  to  go 
to  college.  We  didn't  want  them  to  get  married  at  all.  Because 
I  thought  she  was  just  a  little  too  young  to  get  married,  and  wanted 
her  to  go  on  to  school  because  my  husband  had  saved  the  money  for 
her  to  go  to  college,  'cause  college  wasn't  expensive  as  it  is  now. 
But  they  got  married  ajid  they  started  raising  a  feunily. 

JW:     How  many  grandchildren  do  you  have? 

AB:     SevenI 

JW:     They  have  seven  children? 

AB:     Seven  childrenl  She  said  you  don't  know.  Mama,  how  unhappy  it  is 
to  be  an  only  child. 

JW:     Oh,  did  she  feel  that? 

AB:     Yes,  she  felt  that  way. 
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JW:     Why  do  you  think  she  felt  that  way? 

AB:     Because  she  was  Just  brought  up  by  herself.  I  only  had  the  one. 

JW:     What  about  the  neighbor's  children?  Did  she  have  playmates? 

AB:     Well,  oh,  yes.  She  had  a  lot  of  playmates  and  things,  but  it's  still 
not  having  a  brother  or  a  sister  living  in  the  house. 

JW:     Some  people  think  that  only  children  eu:e  lucky  because  they  get 
everything  that  their  parents  have  to  give. 

AB:     Yes,  they  do  get  that,  but  even  so,  they  do  need  a  companion.  They 
really  do  because  I  know  by  us  having  six  children  in  the  house, 
it  was  much  more  congenial.  They  get  into  arguments  but  it  is  more 
fun  having  brothers  ajid  sisters  around.  You  can   play  games  asid 
different  things. 

JW:     What  have  you  been  doing... just  to  fill  in  for  the  people  who  will 

be  reading  the  interview. . .what  have  you  been  doing  the  last  fifteen 
or  twenty  years?  Did  your  husband  die... Mr.  Brooks? 

AB:  Oh,  yes.  He  had  cancer.  He  passed  away. 

JW:  How  long  sigo? 

AB:  About  six  years  ago. 

JW:  And  when  did  you  move  here? 

AB:     Well,  when  the  doctor  said  I  couldn't  climb  the  stairs... I  had  a  nice 
apartment. ..when  the  doctor  said  I  couldn't  climb  the  stairs  on 
account  of  my  heeirt,  I  came  here. .  .before  my  husbeuid  died. 

JW:     That's  been  about  seven  or  eight  years? 

AB:     Yes,  I've  been  here  about  six  years. 

JW:     And  have  you  had  a  chance  to  travel  or  what  do  you  like  to  do  with 
your  time  now? 

AB:     Well,  right  now  I'm  not  doing  anything.  I  did  some  volunteer  work, 

JW:     Where? 

AB:     I  belong  to  the  RSVP  and  the  Jewish  Community  Center.  And  I  belong 
to  the  center  down  there.  But  there's  not  much  an  older  person 
can  do. 
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JW:  Do  you  have  any  plans  to  do  any  traveling? 

AB:  Oh,  I  did  go  back  to  Washington,  D.C. 

JW:  How  did  you  like  it? 

AB:  Oh,  fine. 

JW:  I  hope  you  didn't  go  in  the  sunmertime. 

AB:  Yes,  I  did.  It  was  too  hotl 

JW:  That's  my  hometown. 

AB:  Washington,  D.C?  Hm-m-m.  Sure  is... 

JW:  Hot  and  crowded  because  everybody  goes  back  in  the  sunmertiine. 

AB:     I  did  go  to  Honoliilu. .  .the  Hawaiian  Islajids.  My  cousin  is  in  New 
York,  in  Staten  Island.  I  went  to  visit  her. 

JW:     Is  there  any  place  that  you  would  like  to  go? 

AB:     Now? 

JW:    Yes. 

AB:     Well,  I  don't  want  to  go  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  No,  I  don't 
want  to  go  over  in  the  foreign  countries.  They  don't  interest  me. 
There's  not  much  more  traveling  I  would  like  to  do. 

JW:     Have  you  had  any  contacts  with  your  inlaws  in  Coliimbia? 

AB:     My  daughter  lives  back  there.  That's  where  I  weit.  I  went  to  visit 
mj-  daughter. 

JW:  In  Columbia? 

AB:  Washington,  D.C? 

JW:  No,  no.  Not  District  of  Columbia.  Your  first  husband's... 

AB:  Oh,  no,  no,  no.  I  never  went  there. 

JW:  Are  you  in  touch  with  any  of  his  relatives? 

AB:  No,  no, 

JW:     Well,  I  think  that  since  we  have  over  two  and  a  half  hours,  that 
we'll  bring  things  to  a  close.  Thank  you. 
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[.The  flip  side  of  Tape  1  is  inaudible,   so  the  transcritine  is  beirif-  pi  died 
up  on  Tape  2jJ 

JiV:     Did  you  feel  am:"  pressure  to  get  married  between  eighteen  and 
twenty- four? 

AB:     No,  I  was  having  a  good  time  I  What  did  I  want  to  get  married  for? 
(Chuckle) 

JW:     I  me£un,  your  parents  didn't  cay,  "AL-na,  don't  you  thin^:  it's  tine?" 

AB:     Iv'o,  Someone  hollered  about  I  was  going  to  be  an  Old  Maid. .  .because 
I  never  thought  about  getting  niarried.  I  said,  "Well,  what  ii  there 
to  get  jaarried  i"or  when  you  have  a  nice  hOi'ie  CLnd   you  have  a  lot  of 
friends?" 

J".7:  V/het  made  you  decide  to  get  married? 

AB:  Mj--  brother.  (Chuckle) 

<P//:  How  did  he  have  so  niuch  influence  on  you? 

AE:  V/ell,  he  was  my  pet  brother.  Kim  and  I  always  ra-n  around  together. 

J^v:  You're  talking  about  Daniel? 

AB:  Dan,  yes.  We  ;.'ent  around  together. 

j;.':  So  you  must  have  married  a  friend  of  his. 

AB:     No,  I  did  not.  I  married  a  South  A.-jerica::.  I'll  show  you  Dan's 
pict'ire. .  .of  v.-hen  he  got  carried.  That's  the  only  one  I  have. 
pnterruptiorQ 

J17:     'k^at  was  your  firct  husband's  name? 

A3:  Seg-Jindo  Vicente  "rClir.gel.  £D 

J"..':  That's  an  odd  nar:.e. 

AD:  Well,   it's  iClingeldorfcr,  but  we  took,  the  -dorfer  off.     It's  Gerciar.. 

His  fa^^ily  is  Spaiiish  a.id  Geraan  euid  Negro.     And  he  spoke... lie's 
from  Col^'J.nLia,    ^uth  Ajiici'ica.     A..d  he  spoke   five  languages.     But   he 
learned  English  after  he  caine  to  Avicrica. 


AB 

J.7 


>..iy  aia  he  come  zie^'e? 
Working,  I  guess. 
Was  he  a  seaT.an? 
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AE: 
AB: 


AB:     Yes,  a  sea.-nan. 

j;;:     How  did  you  meet  hL-? 

AB:     I  doa't  kr.ow.  I  mot  hin  through  rai^  brother. 

\-rha.t   was  it  that  impressed  yc;  about  hixr.? 

Well,  he  was  very... he  acted  like  a  ver;,-  Gentle...he  acted  gentle- 
:aarJ.y.  He  was  very  nice. 

How  long  did  you  gc  out  with  hin  before  you  got  .r.arried? 

Well,  not  toe  long  fbefore^  we  got  .larried.  Because  sy  ^ot/.er  v;as 
s^c':  at  the  ti:::e.  And  r^'   brother  said  Segundc  was  aown  the  s.ree- 
and  so  he  went  and  got  hii..  We  run  hi"  back  and  I  told  ni^'  nio  her 
that. ..I  said,  -Well,  here's  y.ur  son-in-law    Ke  did.n  t   .nc  r.an 
didn't  even  ash  r..e.  I  oust  told. .  .(Laugnter)  I  told  .ro  no.her,^. 
said,  "Well,  here's  yo-ur  son-in-law."  And  then  she  was  n^^p^y,  -e- 
cause  she  didn't  want  to  pass  away  and  not  see  me  raamed.  Sc  I 
said,  "Well,  here's  your  son-in-law."  And  she  wanted  sone  .lowers 
and  he  went  all  over  looking  for  flowers  and  the  stores  weren  t 
ope-,  on  S-unday.  But  the  next  day  she  went  into  a  coma  anc  he  brougn., 
oh,  he  brcurl,t  the  biggest  bouquet  of  flowers  to  her.  But  he  was 
at  the  hospital  tc  see  ■^'   mother. .  .and  I  said  any  man  that  wo'J.d  do 
a  thin-  like  that  and  me  saying  that  I  was  going  to  ce  his  wi.e  _ 
•and  he"didn't  even  ask  me,  I  said  well  we  were  going  to  get  .-named. 
And  we  did  get  married.  We  got  married  twice.  The  first  year  we 
got  married  and  the  next  year  we  got  married  again. 

X;:     Why? 

AE:     Well,  he  wanted  to  make  it  real  legal.  Ke  wanted  to  be  £ure  that 
we  were  married. 

J-,;:     I  mean,  were  you  married  once  civilly  and  once  in  the  church,  or 
what? 

AE:     Ho,  we  were  r.iarried  by  the  judge  both  tines.  We  went  to  Oakland 

one  time  to  get  married,  the  first  time.  We  took  m^-  brother  ana  c 
girlfriend  of  mine.  We  went  to  Oa:d.a.id.  And  they... 

Ju:  Where  was  your  father? 

AB:     Oh,  ni^  father  passed  a  long  time  ago.  He  died  when  he  was  forty- 
five.  And  then  we  got  ir.arried  and  then  we  went  arouna. .  .^.wncn]  we 
got  married  the  second  time,  we  went  down  to  Redwood  City  ar.d  got 
married. 

J".,':     So  you  had  two  marriage  licenses? 
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AB:  Yes.  I  married  the  sai.:e  person  tvd.ce. 

JW:  I  still  don't  understand  wh^-. 

AB:  Well,  he  wanted  it  that  v;ay.  That  was  just  his  idea. 

JW:  Did  he  thinl;  you  v/ere  going  to  run  a;,'ay  or  something? 

AB:  (ChucI'J.e)  V.'e  cot  married  tv/ice. 

J\l:  And  how  lon^  v;ere  you  married? 

AB:  Tv;enty  years. 

JIJ:  And  did  you  have  children  by  that  riarria^e? 

AE:     Yes.  That  ^irl  right  there,  {j^efers  to  a  nearcy  mounted  photograph^ 
See  that  girl  in  the  corner?  V/ell,  that's  his  daughter.  Now  these 
are  his  sister's  children  tack  there,  but  you  wcaldn't  think  they 
were  the  sair.e  j^far.iily^.  Those  are  her  cousins.  They  live  in  South 
A!,,erica.  That's  Carmencita's  children. 

J»J:     Did  any  of  the  rest  of  his  faj-nily  come  to  the  United  States? 

AB:     No.  He  did  warit  to  bring  his  brother  over,  \;ho  was  a  radio  technicein. 
Ke  told  him  he  v/anted  to  bring  hira  to  ;narry  n-^  sister,  becavse  nj' 
sister  wasn't  carried  yet.  He  wanted  everj-thing  in  the  family. 

X':  Was  that  a  Cor^nbian  custom? 

AB:  (Laugh) 

Jlv:  Did  you  ever  go  visit  his  fair.ily? 

AB :  lio . 

JVI:  V/hat  kind  of  v/ork  was  he  able  to  get? 

AD:     Oh,  he  worked  in  the  \;areuouse.  Because  he  spoke  different  languages 
and  he  was  over  the  .-nen.  Because  he  could  speak  five  langua~ges. 
He  spoke  Greel:,  French,  Italian,  Spanish,  Gerrjan  euid  Italiaii. 
Then  he  learned  English.  That  was  six  languages. 

X\i:  'what  was  his  educational  background? 

AB:     Oh,  he  had  a  pretty  good  education  because  they  start  their  children 
over  there  to  learn  a  trade  when  they  are  ten  years  old.  So  he  was 

E  watcii  repainT.an. 
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J\i:  V/as  he  from. .  .v;liat  is  the  capital  of  Columbia,  Bogota? 

AB:  I  don't  kr.ow  v/hich  pai-t  he  was  ^f rornj  • .  •  out  I  \inow  he  was  froia 

Ccluir.oia.     He  cccie  over  here  on  a  ship.     He  worked  on  the  ship  to 
get  to  /cnerica. 

JW:     V.'hat  did  your  friends  think  about  your  husband? 

A3:     They  all  liked  himi  But  they  couldn't  understand  hii..  when  he  talked. 
(Chuciae) 

JV.':     Well,  co'.ad  you? 

A2:  Yes,  I  understood  hira. 

Xv':     Did  you  ever  learn  any  Spanish: 

AB:     I  learned  a  little  Dpcnish.  But  not  like  hiia.  Over  here  we  don't 
spea]'. . . .  we  don't  have  an  accent  like  they  dc.  V/e  lerrn  nore  -..'ords. 
But  they  have  the  accent. 

X/':     V*'ere  you  ever... did  you  ever  consider  yovrself  fluent  in  any  other 
lan^fuatje  besides  English? 

AB:     No. 

J".-.':     V/ell,  vrhat  happened?  After  twenty  years,  you  separated. 

AE:     V/ell,  I  stayed  single  for  a  v;hile.  This  here  other  fello;.-,  Brooke-, 
he  had  been  watching  me  for  years,  and  he  never  had  the  courage  to 
asl:  to  CO   with  ;Tie.  And  then  after  I  had  gotten  divorced  and  everj'- 
thin^-...and  then  he  had  nerve  enou^jh  to  asi;  to  go  with  .ne  and  v;e 
v;ent  together  and  we  got  niarried.  But  I  didn't  get  married  right 
av/ay.  We  got  the  license  in  Reno  in  June... v/e  v;ere  going  to  get 
Hiai-ried  in  J^une.  And  it  v;as  such  a  long  line.  And  then  v,e  decided.. 
'•'ell,  I  said,  "Oh,  I'm  not  going  to  change  m;'  name  from  Klingel  to 
Brooks".  And  I  didn't  get  mai'ried.  And  we  didn't  get  riarried  until 
Dece:,:ber.  I  v;aited.  I  said  I'll  make  up  my  mind. 

J"./':     Why  didn't  you  have  a  ch'-irch  v/edding  ajiy  of  those  times? 

AB:     Oh,  because  I  didn't.  Well,  I  didn't  have  no  father.  And  in  those 
days  everybody  wasn't  making  so  much  money. . .Money  went  further  than 
it  does  nov;.  But  people  v;eren't  .naking  as  much  money  as  they  ai-e. 
You  see,  then  San  Francisco  turned  into  a  union  city.  Everybody 
got  'onion  wages  and  ever^-thing  went  up.  Even  the  taxes  were  ch.eap. 
You  co'^d  buy  a  house  and  only  pay  ten  dollars  a  year  on  tajces  on 
your  house. 

JiV:     vrnat  was  your  second  husband's  na-ne? 
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AB:  Alonzo. 

Jl^:     Was  he  Spanish,  too? 

AB:     No,  Necro.  He  was  from  Texas.  My  nother  alv/ays  told  ne  not  to  narry 
anybody  from  Texas.   (Lavi^hter) 

Jl.':     v;hy  did  she  say  that? 

AB:     She  al"«icys  thoucht  Texas  people  v;ere  bad.  And  I  .r.arried  a  Texas  xan. 
Un-rnmnl  I  gu.ess  she'd  turn  over  in  her  grave  if  she  knev/  I  narried 
a  Texas  naii.  We  stayed  married  seventeen  years.  He  got  cancer  of 
the  lunrs  eLid  that's  what  killed  him. . .cancer  of  the  lungs.  He 
smoked  too  muc!:.  And  he  was  on  the  boat.  He  ran  on  the  boats.  He 
was  a  scaricLT. 

JW:     vrnat  were  the  grounds  for  your  first  divorce,  I  r.ean  for  your  divorce? 

AB:     I  just  got  mad  one  day,  and  said  I  was  going  to  divorce  hin.  And 
he  didn't  think  it... It  vra.s  our  a.ir.iversary  date  tool  '..'e  had  been 
married  exactly  t;.'enty  years  on  that  day.  He  said  so.'-.e-t  ning  to  me 
and  I  got  mad  at  him  a;id  I  said  I  '.ra.s  going  to  divorce  from  hir.;  and 
he  didn't  believe  it.  And  I  v/ent  down  to  the  lavr/er's  office  and  put 
in  for  a  divorce. 

Jl'.':     But  you  had  to  s^e  on  some  grounds. 

A3:     Wliat  did  I  say? ..  .But  he  spolie  very  nice  to  the  la;.yer..  .to  the 
Judge  a'-out  me:  He  said  she  was  a  wonderful  housekeeper  and  she 
kept  the  house  beautiful.  And  ry  meals  v/ere  always  en  tii;e. 
And  he  said,  "I  never  had  to  wait  for  iTii'  aisals" . 

Jul  Zo   v/h:'  did  he  let  you  go  so  easily? 

A2:     VJell,  v/e  tried. .  .well,  I  don't  l;now.  We  tried.  We  tried.  After 

v.-e  started  our  divorce  v;e  started  to  go  around  together  again.  Then 
I  said,  "Oh,  no."  I  wasn't  going  to  get  ::,arricd  again  to  hL'z.  I 
just  let... we  just  separatad.  You  l-Jiov;  they  Qiatin^  have  very 
fiery  dispositions.  They  have  very  fiery  dispositions. 

J"..":     Bid  you  feel  tnat  you  were... Did  yc"  consult  each  ether  abo"-t  big 
decisions?  Or  did  he   raake  most  of  the  big  decisions  about  whore 
to  live  or  -ahat  to  b"uy...? 

A3:     IIo.  IJo.  When  I  had  the  baby  the  first  thing  he  said... we  v.ere 

renting  a  riat...a.nd  t!'e  first  thing  he  did  was  to  go  around  and 
look  for  a  house  to  buy.  So  he  bought  t'wo  flats.  He  said,  "i;^-  baby 
wasn't  going  to  be  raised  in  no  rent  house" .. .that's  what  he  us3u  to 
say,  "rent  house".  So  he  bought  this  house  for  lae.  And  nothing  was 
too  good... He  never  even  cashed  his  paychecks.  He  would  sign  it,  and 
always  gave  me  the  paycheck.  I  did  all  the  maneuvering. 
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Jltl:  Your  girlfriends  must  have  teeu  jealous.  (Laughter) 

AB:     That '-5'  what  started  it.  See,  we  hadn't  been  going  arour.d  with 

colored  people.  I  went  around  with  the  Spanish.  And  the*^  so,  he 
handed  me  the  check. . .And  the  men   said,  "Ycu  don't  give  your  wife 
your  paycheck  like  that  I  And  you  don't  buy  flowers  1"  (He  always 
bought  flowers  or  a  box  of  candy  on  Saturday.  He  always  brought 
that  heme.)  And  they  said,  "You  don't  give  year  wife  the  paycheck. 
You  cash  your  paycheck  and  you  give  her  so  much."  And  that's  why 
I  always  said,  "I  should  never  run  aiound  with  a  bunch  of  Negroes, 
because  they  spoiled  it  for  me."  They  always  said,  "You  don't  do 
that  I  In  America,  ycu  don't  do  that."  And  then  he  get  it  into  his 
head  that  he  shouldn't  do  these  things.  Sec,  when  I  went  on  a 
vacation  with  the  baby,  he  always  had  a  present  on  the  dining  room 
table  when  I  came  home.  And  they  said... And  if  he  wanted. .  .nov;  if 
he  wanted  a  car,  he  went  out  and  bought  himself. . .got  himself  a 
job  and  made  extra  money  to  buy  his  car.  He  wouldn't  take  nooccf  the 
household  noney. 

JW:     Were  you  working  during  most  cf  these  years? 

AB:  Well,  I  started  into  work  afterwards.  No,  I  wanted  to  go  put  my 
baby  in  nursery  school,  iiverybodj-  was  putting  their  children  in 
a  nursery  school,  so  I  said,  "V.'ell,  I'll  put  .-.ly  baby  in,  because 
she's  by  herself."  So  they  said,  "Oh..."  So  I  paid  the  fee  and 
everj-thing  and  they  said  "Oh,  you  got  to  work" .  I  said,  "Werk?". 
"Yes,  you  can't  put  the  baby  in  nursery  school  unless  you  work." 
That  was  during  the  wartime.  And  so  they  gave  me  a  job  down  there. 
I  did  some  sewing  and  different  things  around  the  nursery. 

JW:     Where  was  the  nursery? 

AB:     Frederick  Bui^ke  Nursery.  It  belonged  to  ^S&n   Freinciscc^  State 

College.  That's  where  they  teach  the  nursery  school  teachers.  And 
then  Mrs.  Messer  L?J  wanted  me  to  take  up... go  to  college  and  be  a 
dietician.  I  told  her  that  I  didri't  want  to  be  a  dietician. .  .I'd 
like  to,  but  I  hsd  uiy  house  and  I  had  n^y  baby  to  keep  cleai.. 

JV/:     Who  told  you... who  suggested  that  you  go? 

AB:  Mrs.  Leontine  Messer.!//} 

JW:  Who  was  she? 

AB:     She  was  over  the  nursery  school.  She  was  teaching  all  these 

colored. . .That 's  how  all  these  colored  girls  got  in  the  nursery 
schools,  because  they  had  a  school  to  teach  them  to  be  nursery 
school  teachers,  to  take  care  of  the  children,  while  their  mothers 
were  at  work. 

JW:     And  this  was  during  the  War  years? 

AB:     Yes. 
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JW:     Before  we  go  on,  let's  turn  back  a  little  bit  to  the  family  history. 
We'll  start  with  your  mother's  side  of  the  family.  What  was  your 
mother's  name? 

AB:     Well,  my  great-grandmother's  name  was  Talbert.  t?]Her  name  was 

Taltert  and  she  had  a  dauchter  nar.e  Jane.  Jar.e  got  married  amd 
she  married  a  Hopper.  Ed  Hopper,  Edward  Hopper  she  married. 

JW:  Talbert.  That's  your  mother's  mother's  mother? 

AB:  Yes. 

JW:  And  was  she  a  slave? 

AE:  No. 

JV7:  Where  was  she  torn  and  raised? 

AB:     In  Philadelphia.  She  was  half  Indian  and  half  Dutch.  She  was  no 
slave. 

JW:     And  she  married  a  Black  man? 

AB:     A  Jamaican.  Yes. 

JV.':     Was  this  the  fa.nily  that  moved  to  California? 

A3:     Yes.  And  she  brought  Jar.e.  Because  Grandma  Jane  had  married  Ed 
Hopper  a.id  they  all  ccime  out  together,  in  a  covered  wagon. 

JW:     Why  did  they  cor.e  all  this  distance? 

A3:     Oh,  everybody  was  coming  to  California.  They  struck  gold  and  every- 
body was  coming  to  California. 

JW:     They  came. . . 

AB:     1852. 

J".V:     Where  is  the  first  place  they... Lid  they  tell  you  about  anything 
that  happened  on   the  trip  out? 

AB:     No,  I  didn't  know  that  part  about  it  because  my  great -grendraother 
was  dead  then,  and  my  grandmother  had  died... 

JW:     I  was  just  assuming  they  must  have  taken  a  train  or  something  to 
Missouri  and  then  got  in  a  covered  wagon. 

AE:     I  don't  know  if  they  went  that  way  or  not.  But  I  know  they  came 
from  Philadelphia  out  here. 
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JV/:     Because  it  see-ned  to  have  been  cheaper  or  easier  to  take  a  ship  and 
go  around  the  Hera  or  something. 

AB:     Oh,  yes.  It  was  terrible.  A  lot  of  people  came  right  straight  in 
the  covered  waguns. 

JW:  They  did? 

AB:  Yes. 

JW:  Where  did  they  settle  in  C£j.ifornia? 

AE:  Vallejo  and  Hyde. 

JW:  They  came  directly  to  Sasi   Francisco? 

AB:  Yes.  They  settled  in  Vallejo  and  Hyde. 

JVJ:     Why  didn't  they  go  to  the  geld  couTitrj'?  Is  tliat  what  they  came  out 
here  for,  to  find  gold? 

AB:     I  don't  know  why  they  caiiie  out  here... but  they  cajne  out  here  to  see 
Csilifornia.  And  she  was  tall  and  stately,  with  beautiful  black  hair. 
I  wish  I  had  a  picture  of  her.  And  my  grandmother's  name  was  Jane 
Hopper.  She  married  Ed  Hopper. 

JW:     What  was  his  backgro'ond? 

AB:     I  didn't  know  nothing  about  Ed  Hopper. 

JW:     And  what  did  they  do  when  they  got  out  here?  How  did  they  make  a 
living? 

AB:     I  guess  they  worked.  They  must  have  worked,  because  a  lot  of  people 
were  working  in  those  days? 

JW:  They  didn't  do  any  mining  at  all? 

AB:  No. 

JW:  They  didn't  do  any  farming? 

AB:  No.     The  whole  place  was  nothing  but  a  farm.   (Chuckle).     That's  eill 

it  was:      sand  d'Xies  a^d  farm,   and  water.     Beca'jse,  you  see,   the 
water  cairie  all  the  way  up  fro.-ii. .  .the  Embarcadero  wasn't  even... that 
was  water. 

JW:  The  what?     Oh,  Erabarca^dero. 
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AB:     Yes.  The  water  was  all  the  way  up  to... the  Bay  was  all  the  way  up 
to  the  Palace  Hotel... that  was  all  water.  The  rest  is  made-land. 
Where  we  lived,  the  land  Lo  Cow  Hollow,  the  water  went  all  the  way 
up  to  Chestnut  Street.  And  all  that  is  all  niade-land. 

J*i:  When  was  that  filled  in,  for  the  Exposition? 

AE:     Yes. 

JW:     Do  you  rer.iember  them  doing  that? 

AS:     Yes,  because  we  ccild  look... we  were  on  a  hill.  Grandpa's  house 
was  on  the  hill  on  Greenwich  and  we  could  look  down. 

JW:     Where  did  they  trine  the  dirt  from? 

AB:     I  don't  kiiow  where.  Well,  there  was  alot  of  dirt  around  Jill  over. 

JW:     So  they  would  just  level  a  hill  and  fill  in  the  Baj-? 

AB:     They  filled  in  the  Bay. . .because  I  knew. . .before  all  of  that  filled 
in,  I  used  to  go  rewind,  in  the  Bay  before  it  got  filled  in,  after 
school.  We  used  to  go  rov7ing. 

Ji.':     Do  you  remeiiber  going  to  the  Exposition? 

AB:     Ch,  yes. 

JiV:     What  was  it  like? 

AD:     Oh,  it  \;as  all  right.  Just  lir.e  a  fair.  But  Uncle  Bud,  he  was  a 

S'-iper-.T-sor  in  the  Post  Office.  Uncle  Bud  used  to  give  ae  luoney,  but 
he  said  the  boys  would  have  tc  ;ijake  their  own  cvoney  to  go  to  the 
"air.  I  told  you  they  favored  ae   all  the  tiiie.  I  was  the  first 
girl  born. 

JW:     You  must  have  been  spoiled. 

AB:     Yes. 

J.v":     Is  that  what  people  said? 

A£:     Yes.  See,  my  aunt  and  Mrs.  Avery  wanted  to  adopt  r-e,  because  she 
said  Koona  had  too  many  children.  But  no,  r^o.     She  [^MoininaT  said, 
"You  can't  adopt  ra^  only  girl.  Ko,  Er.ima  Avery." 

JW:  How  many  children  did  t'ne  Hopper  fanily  have? 

AB:  They  had  four.  They  had  Martha,  Estelle,  Gertrude  and  Emnia. 

JV/:  And  v.-hich  one  was  your  mother? 

AB:  Gertrude  was  my  mother. 
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JW:     And  when  was  your  mother  born? 

AE:     January  20,  IS7S. 

J".V:     And  did  she  get  en  education? 

AB:  Yes.  G'n,  yes.  She  was  the  one  that  did  the  artist  work  and  the 
vocalist.  She  was  adopted  by  .Tiy...her  mother  had  children.  She 
was  adopted  by  her  sister,  Lydia  Frances, L?Jv'ho  was  c  dressnial:er. 

Jl"?:     She  was  adopted  by...? 

AB:     By  her  aunt,  Lydia  Frances. 

JIV:     V,^-  was  she  adopted? 

AB:     Well,  that  v;as  her  favorite.  She  picked  her,  and  she  ■■ust...See, 

m;/  grandmother  had  the  other  c'^rls   and  one  of  the  girls  she  said... 
Oh,  I  tell  you  why  she  was  adopted:  Because  Herbert,  niy  uncle 
Herbert,  Cousin  Herbert,  he  got  drowned  in  the  Russian  River.  She 
LLydic-.  FranceO'-S-d  two  boys.  Cne  najr.ed  Eugene  Frances  and  the 
other  one  v:as  Herbert. 

Jvii  And  she  just  felt  that  she  wanted  another  child? 

AB:     Yes.  So  she  adopted  /.ji'  mother. 

iTii:     So  how  did  your  mother  get  her  artist  and  jTiUsical  training? 

AB:     A'ont  Lydia,  Grandraa,  paid  for  her  tuitions  to  take  all  these  things 
. ..finishing. 

JV;:     She  sang?  She  didn't  play  an  instrument? 

AB:     No. 

JIV:     What  kind  of  music? 

AB:     Well,  she  sang  different  arias  and  church  songs.  But  she  had  a 
beaut if 'J.  voice. 

JV/:     Did  she  ever  think  of  making  a  career  of  it? 

AB:     No.  She  just  taken  it  up. 

Jlv:     Did  she  marry  young? 

AB:  L'o.  She  v;as  about  twenty-four  when  she. .  .(Chuckle) .  No,  she  had  a 
happy  life,  and  she  was  going  to  school,  and  she  was  tailing  ert  at 
the  art  school. 
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JW:  Which  art  school  was  this? 

AB:  The  Sar.  Francisco  Art  School,  which  is  still  here  on  Chestnut  Street. 

Jl'J:  How  did  she  meet  your  father? 

AB:  Ch,  at  a  church  festival. 

JV;:  Which  ch'orch  was  this? 

A3:     I  don't  know  which  church  it  was  because. . .There  were  only  three 

churches  in  Sar.  Francisco  at  the  tir.;e,   and  they  all  were  on  Fcwell 
Street... the  Bethel,  A.I'.E.  Zion  and  the  Laptist.  They  all  were 
on  Powell  Street. 

JiV:  She  met  hiri  at  a  festival? 

A3:  At  one  of  the  festivals. 

u.l:  NcvrW^s  he  a  native-born  Californian? 

AB:  Oh,  yes.  My  father  was  born  here  too. 

JW:  i^nat  was  his  backcrc^nd? 

AB:  His  father  was  a  V/est  Indian. 

JW:  He's  the  one  from  Jamaica  that  married  Winifred  Erightwell? 

AB:     -'es,  but  V/inifred  Erightwell  is  from  Virginia.  The  D^i^  boat 

stepped  there  and  he  r:et  her  and  he  used  to  write  to  her.  Then  they 
got  married. 

Jls:     Vihat  was  his  narne? 

AB:     Grandpa's  nar.e  v;as  Zero  Earl  Thonas. 

JW:     Zero? 

AB:     Yes.  Z-e-r-o.  Earl  Thomas,  She  married  into  the  Tho.-aas' . .  .but  he 
was  fror.  Ja-naica. 

JV(':     How  did  they  happen  to  come  to  California?  Winifred  Said  Zerc? 

AB:     Didi^'t  Lillian  I2?la:/-ir.ond,  a  cousin  and  Project  intei'/iewee]}  tell  you 
about  that? 

Jw:     Not  much. 
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AB:     'Cause  her  iriother  was  living  at  the  time  because  she  was  iny  aunt. 
See,  I  don't. .  .Lillian  had... Aunt  I-Iinnie  had  a  lot  of  the  papers 
and  I  thought  sure  she  would  have  told  you... she  had  on  that  side. 

JW:     V."ell,  I'll  check  with  her  about  it.  Eut  Zero  Thomas  is  your  grand- 
father, rieht? 

AB:     Yes. 

JW:  Now  they  didn't  come  during  the  Gold  Rush  period  then,  they  car.e 

later?   , 

AB:     A  little  later.  But  his  children  were  born  here.  See,  his  firct 
child  -.'as  born  here  in  l872,  Septcir/^er  22,  the  SeLiie  jear  as  n^- 
mother. 

JIV:  Vrhat  kind  of  work  did  he  do  for  a  li-ving? 

AB:  Oh,  he  was  a  good  cock.  He  cooked. 

Jr.':  Lid  l;e  cook  on  ships  or  in  hotels? 

AE:  In  hotels.  He  was  a  very  good  cook. 

JVI:  Hov7  many  children  did  they  have? 

AB:  They  had  six. 

J"«:  And  one  of  these  v/as  your  father? 

AB:  Yes,  uj'  father.     Let  rue  see,  there  was  Zee-Zero,  one  named  after 

hir.. .  .t'nere  was  Zee,  Robert  Henry,  .v^.'  father... 

JV7:  'what  v/a3  your  father's  na:.ie? 

AB:  Da;-ael. 

JW:  Oh,  so  your  older  brother  was  a  "Junior". 

AB:  Yes. 

JW:  Zero,  Robert,  Henry,  Dajiiel? 

AB:     Let  me  see... Zero,  Robert,  Henry,  Daniel  and  then  Mabel  a:iu  Kinjiie, 
They  had  two  girls.  They  had  four  boys  and  two  girls. 

JW:     And  when  was  your  father  born? 
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AB:  Ify   father?  September  22,  l378. 

JW:  Oh,  I  see.  He  and  year  mother  were  about  nine  months  apart. 

AB:  Yes. 

JW:  What  kind  of  education  did  he  have? 

AB:     You  know  he  must  have  had  a  pretty  cood  education  because  he  could 
write  beautiful.  I  don't  knov/  rrach  about  his  education.  But  I  knov 
he  was  a  beautiful  v»Titer,  a.id  he  kept  books  coca. 

JW;     Now  he  went  on  to  become  a  chemist? 

AB:     Yes,  he  did  chemctry. 

Jl'/:     Do  you  knov/  how  he  learned  that? 

AB:     Well,  he  didn't  go  to  college,  I  knov;,  but  he  was  taught  by  this 

here  White  fellow.  (l  can't  think  of  his  nane.)  He  did  chei.iistry 
work.  And  they  worked  together. 

Jlv:     Did  he  have  military  rank  or  did  he  vrcrk  as  a  civilian? 

A5:     i.'o,  no.  A  civilian. 

Jiv:     'rt*hat  kinds  of  things  were  yo'jr  parents  interested  in  in  terr.s  of 

political  activities?  V/ere  they  members  of  clubs  or  lodges  or  any- 
thing like  that? 

AB:     V.'ell,  Pcpa  belonged  to  the  Odd  Fellows,  I  know  that.  Kama  belonged 
to  the  Foresters  ajid  the  Household  of  Ruth. 

J".-.':     'what  was  the  first  one? 

AB:     The  Foresters. 

J"J:     \vhat  was  the  Foresters? 

JXi  Well,  some  kind  of  organization.   'Cause  they  had  me  in  it  whe.:  I 

was  sixteen.  And  I  didn't  know... I  sa-j  all  these  old  women  and  I 
told  them  I  didn't  wajit  to  belong  to  it... They  were  all   old  women. 
I  thought  I  was  going  to  meet  some  yo\-ng  people.  I  met  all  old 
people. 

JVJ:     Vfr.at  did  the  Household  of  Ruth  do?  Was  that  a  church  organization? 
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AB:     No,  that's  kind  of  a  club  organization  they  had. . .Household  of 

Ruth.  I  don't  even  hear  about  Household  of  Ruth  an^'aore.  But  I 
think  it  was  soirie  part  of  Odd  Fellows  or  Foresters  or  so-Tiething. . . 
Household  of  Ruth. 

J\-i:  Did  they  ever  talk  about  any  ron-ins  they  had  vri.th  prejudice  in  Gan 

Francisco? 

AB:     Ko,  they  never  cpolie  of  any. 

JVJ:     What  was  your  reaction  to  the  people  that  caTie  in  during  the  War 
years... all  of  a  sadden?  You  had  grov.'n  up  in  a  corrjnunity  where 
you  could  count  the  number  of  Necroes  on  your  fingers  and   toes...? 


AB:     Well,  I  was  sta;idin£. .  .like  the  V.'hite  folks,  I  v;as  looking,  wonderinej 
where  £ill  these  people  were  corainc  from.  I  stood  on  a  corner... 
Honest  to  coodriess,  I  never  sav;  so  nanyl  I  said,  "ifnere  are  all 
these  people  coning  rro:.i?"  'Cause  I  had  never  seen,   you  l^.cw,  so 
many  Ne^iroes. 

JW:     Did  it  frighten  you? 

/3:     VHiat? 

Jlv:     Were  you  fri^^htened? 

AE:     Well... no.  I  just  looked  at  th3:n.  And  lhey...the:'  rferen't  dressed 
like  we  v;ere  dressed,  j-ou  l-:;iow.  Because  when  v:e...we  al-./ays  dressed 
up  tc  ro  dcv.'atown  and  had  on  our  v;hite  ,^loves  and  hats.  And  we 
alwa^-s  dressfad  c^oini^   dc;;ntov;ri.  I  wasn't  used  to  seeini^  people  with 
bandanas  and. .  .(Chuckle) .  I  said,  "Vi'here  did  all  these  baridana 
people  come  from?"  We  never. .  .we  ncve^;  dressed  th-it  ufay"^   'Cause 
even  wiien  that  child  was  a  baby,  I  ali.-^ys  dressed  her  in  nice 
clothes  and  things,  and  she  always  wore  ;;hite  cloves  when  she  went 
dovfiitown,  and  a  hat.  Che  v;as  always  dressed. 

Jlv:     Did  they  behave  any  differently? 

AT.:     Yes,  they  did.  Thay  made  a  lot  of  noise  on  the  streetcars. .  ."in; il 
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AB:  They  all  wanted  to  be  in  one  batch  together.     They  didii't  itia^le. 

JW:     What  about  the  native  daughters  and  sons?  Did  they  make  any  effort 
to  welccne  these  people  in,  to  integrate  them  into  the  city? 

AE:     Yes,  they  kind  of .. .afterwards  they  kind  of  got  together,  soxswhat. 
But  you  see,  my  mother  and  father  had  passed,  smd  we  didii't,  yo'i 
know,  mingle  too  .-nuch.  We  were  younger. 

JW:     What  about  at  the  Booker  T.  Washington  Center,  did  you  ever  go  there? 

AB:     Not  much.  Ko.  The  boys  used  to  go,  play  basketbeill  and  stuff. 
But  I  never. 

JW:     I  guess  by  this  time  you  wouldn't  need  to  go  because  by  this  time 
you  were  grown  and  with  children  by  then. 

AE:     Yes. 

JV::     Your  daughter  was  born  when? 

AB:     My  daughter  was  born  in  19^1,  'cause  that's  when  we  bought  our 
property.  Property  was  cheap I 

J",--":  What  did  you  buy? 

fiL:  Two  flats  ajid  the  garage. 

JW:  And  where  was  this? 

A3:  Cn  Post  and  Divisadero. 

JW:  Did  ycu  live  there  all  during  the  War? 

AB:     Ch,  yes. . .because  we  had  the  place  paid  for.  Gray's  Undertaking 
Parlor  bought  it  fro;r.  us... Mr.  White. 

JW:     What  do  you  think  of  most  of  the  other  people  who  were  old  Califorr.- 
ians,  what  was  their  reaction  to  the  nev;  Blacks  that  were  coming  in? 

AB:     V.'ell,  I  didn't  kjiow  too  many  of  the.r.  either.  Only  thing  I  kr^ew  was 
Josephine  Foreaian  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joe  Foreman  and  the.;,  and  I  knew 
the  Tho.npson  girls  and  the  Dereks,  and  then  Erma  Terrell  .CO  E^na 
Terrell,  she  lived  out  in  the  Mission.  She  was  one  of  the  old  timers. 
Gee,  if  I  knew  her  address,  you'd  get  a  lot  of  history  from  her 
because  she's  got  a  good  memory.  And  she's  a  native. 

JV.':     I  think  I  may  have  it  soniewhere. 
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AE:  Erma  Terrell.  She's  on  Pearl  Street.  Yes,  Erma  Terrell.  She's 
not  a  Terrell  now. 

JW:     I  think  it's  Reed  now. 

AB:     Yes,  Reed.  Erua  Reed.  No,  this  was  after  that... she  married  again. 

JW:     Oh.  I  told  you  nobody  in  your  generation  married  only  once. 
(Chuckle) 

AB:     No.  (Chuckle)  Reed  and  her  got  a  divorce  'ca'Jise  she  had  two  children. 
And  now  she's  married  to  a  V/hite  fellow.  I  don't  know  his  name. 
But  they  live  on  Pearl  Street.  Ever  so  often  I  run  into  her. 

JV:     Well,  maybe  I'll  be  able  to  find  her.  Do  you  thiiik  things  for  Black 
people  deteriorated  or  improved  durin,;:  and  after  the  War? 

A3:     They  improved  in  some  ways  and  some  ways  it  didn't.  Because  after- 
ward, they  got  kind  of... some  of  them  weren't  the  type  of  people 
that  were  used  to  some  of  these  things  like  we  were. 

JW:     For  example... 

AB:     Like  going  into  restaurants  and  things.  And  if  they  didn't  eat  the 
food,  they  would  take  the  food  and  ness  it  all  up  instead  of  just 
leaving  it  alone. 

JIV:     Was  it  because  it  was  a  different  style  of  cooking  that  they  didn't 
like? 

AB:     V^ell,  yes,  I  guess  so,  'cause  we  never... I  never  heard  of  greens 

or  noticing  like  that  until  the  War  time,  because  the  only   greens  we 
ever  ate  were  spinach  and  Swiss  Chard.  We  never  heard  of  mustard 
greens  and  turnip  greens.  And  never  heard  of  chiterlings,  and  aever 
heard  of  pig  ears  and  pig  nose  and  all  that  (Chuckle) .  They  said 
I  didn't  know  what  I  was  missing.  I  said,  "I  ain't  missing  nothing." 
I  said,  "We're  used  to  eating  artichokes  and  string  beans  and  peas 
and  carrots  and  rutabagas  and  cabbage,  and  things  like  that."  We 
ate  a  little  different  from  what  they  ate. 

JW:     Weren't  there  quite  a  few  educated  people  coming  in  too,  from  Black 
colleges  down  South? 

AB:  Yes,  but  they  have  to  go  to  college  after  they  get  here  to  get  a 
position.  Most  of  them  have  to  take  up  a  year's  college  (^stud^-^J 
in  California  before  they  can  get  a  job. 

JW:     Did  the  job  situation  for  Black  people  iiiiprove  during  the  War? 
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AB:     Yes,  it  has  improved.  But  Momma  always  used  to  say  we  didn't  have 

no  jobs.  I  said,  "Yes,  we  did."  I  said,  "I  never  worked  in  nobody's 
kitchen."  I  went  euid  did  dressmaking,  my  father  did  chejiistry,  and 
my  brother,  he  worked  at  the  insurance  company.  And  v;hat  did  r,y 
cousin  do...Zeke?  Oh,  he  was  a  boxer.  Oh,  he  wanted  to  be  a  boxer. 
He  did  boxing  for  a  while.  Oh,  yes,  and  he  worked  for  the  mattress 
company .  S  ijnmons . 

JW:     V/ere  there  any  people  in  San  Francisco  before  the  Second  World  War 
that  considered  themselves  sort  of  an  "in"  group. . ."society" ,  or 
something  like  that? 

AB:     Yes,  the  Cosmos  Club.  Hm-m-vmpI 

Jw:     What  was  their  criteria  for  getting  in? 

AB:     Well,  if  you  weren't  up-to-the-minute,  you  couldn't  join  the  Cosmos 
Club.  And  if  you  ^ere  real  yount  you  couldn't  join  it.  You  had 
to  be  a  certain  age  to  join  it.  Because  when  my  mother  and  father 
were  in  it,  I  couldn't  be  in  the  Cosmos  Club  at  that  tLme. 

JW:     Did  you  have  to  be  light-skinned  to  te  in  it? 

AB:     No.  No.  No. 

JV/:     Well,  v,hc  could.-i't  get  in  it? 

/£:     Well,  the  people  that  did  a  lot  of  drinking  and  cursing. . .you  know, 
the  lower  class. 

JV.':     There  were  so  few  Black  people  here,  I'm  trying  to  understand,  how 
could  you  tell  one  class  from  another?  Was  it  the  job,  or  wnatV 

AB:     Well... It  wasn't  their  job  situation.  It's  their  behavior.  Some 
of  them  would  go  fighting.  Some  of  them  used  to  carry  guns  and 
knives  and  things  and  go  to  fighting.   'Cause  I  know  we  went  or.  the 
boat  ride  and  we  thought  it  was  going  to  be  nice.  My  mother  took 
us  children  on  the  boat  ride  out  on  the  Bay.  And  soaebodj*  had  been 
drinking.  And  ray  mother  pushed  us  children  underneath  tl^e  table 
because  they  were  shooting.  I  have  never  been  on  a  boat  ride  sincel 
I  don't  go  on  no  boat  rides,  ever  since  that  happened.  Th&j  were 
shooting.  So  I  said,  "No  ii-:ore  boat  rides  for  Me." 

JW:     Who  were  the  people  shooting?  Were  they  Black  or  Italian  or  what? 

AB:     No,  they  were  Black.  That's  when  we  got  out  with  the  Negroes. 
They  started  to. . . 

JW:     Oh,  this  was  a  chartered  boat? 
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AE:     Yes.  It  was  chartered.  We  used  tc  have  good  picnics.  But  they 

don't  have  no  picnics  or  notliin^  an:>-r!ore.  And  Fillmore  Street  was 
a  beautiful  street  I  Oh,  it  was  beautiful I  They  used  to  have  these 
big  lights... And  they  used  to  have  portals  L?J  on  Fillmore  Street. 

JW:     Have  what? 

AB:     Portals.f?^ 

JW:     What  is  that? 

A3:     That's  where  everybod;,'  gets  together.  And  we  used  to  dress  x^p   and 
have  parties.  You  know,  everything  was  open.  We  used  tc  have  a 
good  time.  Everybody'  had  a  good  tine.  Then  down  there... one  ti^ne 
they  had  a  costujac-  pai'ty.  Everybody  went. .  .White,  colored,  Eleck, 
everybody  went... at  the  Civic  Auditorium.  V^-   brother  went  as  c-n 
Indian  and  I  went  us  a  Colonial  girl.  We  rented  ccstijmes  to  go. 
'rt'e  hc-d  ourselves  all  fixed  up.  And  everybody  danced  togethsr,  VHiite 
and  colored.  We  never  had  no  segregation  about  wliO  danced  with  who 
and  who  danced  with  the  other.  And  we  used  to... we  went  tc  that. 
But  they  don't  have  no  celebrations  like  they  used  to  have.  Wc 
used  tc  have  a  lot  of  celebrations. 

o"./:     Did  you  ever  c.o   to  a:iy  of  the  Italia:i  festivals? 

AT:     Oh,  yes. 

J'.V:     I  don't  know  v/hat  their  special  holidays  were  here. 

AB:     Yes,  they  had  special. . .they  used  tc  celebrate  Easter.  One  of  their 
biggest  days  was  Easter. .  .Italia;is  would. 

JW:     Boes  that  .r.ean  a  parade  and  everj-thing? 

AJi:     Yes. 

JV/:     V/hat  about  Chinatown?  Did  you  have  any  relationships  with  Chi.iese 
or  Japanese  people? 

AE:     No,  we  didn't  mingle  with  them  too  much.  They  had  pigtails  in  those 
days . 

J'.V:  You  mean  the  Chinese? 

AB:  Yes.  And  we  didn't... 

Jfl:  Did  you  go  down  to  Chinatown  to  eat  or  ar^-thing  like  that? 

A3:  Yes,  once  in  a  while  we  w^^old  go  down  there,  to  Chinatown. 

J"*::  Do  yo\i  like  Chinese  food? 
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AB:     Yes,  I  have  a  special  place  out  on  Thirty-eighth  Avenue  and  Balboa 
I  go  to  eat.  It's  Chinese.  It's  much  cleaner  than  what  it  is  dcwn 
at  Chinatown. 

JW:     What  about  the  Japanese? 

AB:     Japanese  kind  of  kept  to  themselves. 

JW:     But  they  lived  ri^ht  next  to  a  lot  of  the  Black  people. 

AB:     Yes.  But  they  kept  to  themselves  niostly.  But  they  were  very 
friendly. 

JW:     I  think  that  we  will  stop  for  today  because  we  almost  have  two  hours 

here. 
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